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The Republican newspaper
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feature either a bio, photo or Q&A 
interview (contested races only) 
are the result of no response or 
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requested material.           

Incumbent Candidates are noted 
with an*.

 When faced with the task of choosing 
who to vote for in any election, you need 
to know whom you can trust. Sometimes, 
all you have to go on are the words of the 
candidate.

This publication is designed to give you 
an easy way to compare the candidates in 
contested races and to give you a sense of 
who they are and what motivates them to 

Don’t be shy about getting your pen 
and highlighters out and making notes on 
these pages. Newspapers and ink go well 
together.

A quick thank you to County Clerk 
Marjorie Pike, Election Supervisor D.J. 
Hoskins, and the entire staff of the Voter 

A big thank you to the Hendricks Coun-
ty Community Foundation for its support of 
this publication and for its ongoing support 
of local journalism.

Thank you to both the county Repub-
lican and Democratic parties for assisting 
us in gathering information about their 
candidates.

Last, but certainly not least, a round 
of applause for our staff. More than 50 
interviews were conducted to bring you the 
most comprehensive voter information in 
the county. Bravo!

The rest is up to you, dear reader, to 
educate yourself about the candidates and 
decide who you are going to vote for in the 
Primary Election this May.

Words matter. Trust matters.

A  N ot e  F r o m
T h e  P u b l i s h e r 

The Hendricks County Community 
Foundation exists to strengthen the place 
we call home—its people, its institutions, 
and its future. Philanthropy is one of the 
most meaningful ways neighbors come 
together to invest in shared values such 
as service, responsibility, and care for the 
common good. But philanthropy doesn’t 
stop at charitable giving. It also inspires a 
deeper kind of participation: civic engage-
ment, including the simple but powerful act 
of voting.

Indiana has long struggled with low 
voter turnout, and Hendricks County is no 
exception. Yet our community consistently 
demonstrates generosity, volunteerism, and 
a commitment to improving local life. The 
same spirit that leads people to support 

to community projects can—and should—
extend to participating in public life. Voting 
is an act of stewardship, one that directly 
shapes the future of our schools, infrastruc-
ture, public safety, and economic vitality.

Recognizing the importance of an 
informed and engaged electorate, the 
Hendricks County Community Founda-
tion has made civic participation a priority 
in its Community Unity efforts. In 2024, 
HCCF in partnership with The Republi-
can newspaper helped provide residents 
with clear, nonpartisan voter information 
through a countywide voter guide delivered 
to every household in Hendricks County. 
The foundation also hosted public forums 
where residents could meet candidates, ask 
questions, and learn more about the issues 
facing their community. In addition, HCCF 
supported VoteHC.org as a central online 
hub for election information and voter ed-
ucation resources while encouraging civic 
participation among young residents by 
promoting voter registration in local high 

belief that accessible information and op-
portunities for dialogue help residents feel 

-
cratic process.

This year, HCCF is again supporting 

a nonpartisan voter guide that will be 
delivered to every household in our county. 
Our goal is simple: to ensure every resident 
has access to clear, unbiased information 

what they stand for. We do not endorse 
candidates or political parties. Instead, we 
believe informed voters make strong com-
munities, and everyone deserves the tools 

priorities, and hopes for the future.
In a diverse community like ours, we 

deeply respect the wide range of viewpoints 
and convictions held by our neighbors. 
Civic engagement is not about agreeing on 
every issue—it’s about showing up. Voting 
is a responsibility that transcends party 
lines. Whether your personal values lean 
Republican, Democratic, or somewhere in 
between, your vote is your voice. And in 
Indiana, every vote truly counts.

Philanthropy thrives in places where 
people feel connected to their communi-
ty and invested in its well-being. Civic 
engagement strengthens that connec-
tion. When residents vote, attend public 
meetings, learn about the issues, and 
engage with neighbors respectfully, our 
community becomes more resilient. 
Decisions become better informed, public 
institutions become more accountable, and 
new leaders emerge—often from the very 
organizations and causes philanthropy 
supports.

We encourage you to read the voter 
guide and use it to learn about each can-
didate, their priorities, and their vision for 
our community. Share it with friends and 
family. And most importantly, make a plan 
to vote—no matter who you support.

Hendricks County is strong because of 
the people who live here—people who care 
about their neighbors, give generously of 
their time and resources, and believe in 
working together to create a vibrant future. 
Voting is another avenue to live out those 
values. Every ballot is a contribution to 
the health of our democracy, every voice 
matters, and every vote truly counts.

Philanthropy, Civic Engagement, 
and the Power of Every Vote

Jerry Vornholt, jerry@therepublicannewspaper.com



INTERVIEW - JOE MACKEY
Why are you running? I ran in 2020 and quite literally, 

the very issues that I was talking about then have only gotten 
worse, and we are talking about the same issues now, six years 
later, and I am deeply disturbed at the literal amount of abuse the 
American people are taking by a government that is supposed to be 
there for them, and we don’t see it.

What role do you think Congress should play when it comes 
to involvement with State legislation? I understand states rights, 
and I don’t like a federal government that bullies its way into state 
legislatures. We have a relationship with the federal government 
as a state, and the reality is, if you do not like the way your state 
legislature is leading, then it’s incumbent upon you as a citizen to 
get on the ballot. 

What are your top goals? The ultimate goal is to win this race. 
The objective behind that is to bring people together, reasonable, 
rational people. 

We need Medicare for all. We need affordable education, we 
need affordable housing, but we also have a $38 trillion debt. Our 
GDP is 27 trillion and our US bond market is built on a house of 
cards. 

What committees do you think you could bring the most 
to? The subcommittee in the department of agriculture that 
determines food benefits. They literally budget SNAP and 
Medicaid provisions that come with that. And I would like to 
be on that committee. Any Subcommittee on healthcare...that 
needs to be addressed, and the roots of all arguments begin 
in the subcommittees, which is where freshmen congressmen 
end up. 

How would you ensure your constituents’ concerns are 
heard? Facebook Live Events. You know, Congressman comes in 
to say Brownsburg, he’s going to see people from Hendricks Coun-
ty, but if you do a Facebook Live event, you give Hoosiers all over 
the district a chance to participate.

Where do you stand on healthcare funding?  I support a Medi-
care for all, for those who want it. I do not at all like the idea that 
the American taxpayers are subsidizing insurance companies who 
continue to practice their predatory behaviors when it comes to the 
patients.

Problem is if you live in a rural county and you have two ambu-
lances and they’re both contracted to a specific health care provid-
er, you don’t have a choice. That’s where they’re taking you.

How do you feel about housing affordability? I’ve been 
talking to several elected office holders about the role that the fed-
eral government can play in creating affordable housing areas so 
one of the things that’s being discussed is a public private partner-
ship, and we’re seeing it being done right now with the homeless 
situation. Lafayette just built an apartment complex where they will 
take people who are on the streets, take them off the streets. They 
will get them counseling. They will get them treatment if they need 
it, because not all homeless people are addicts.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? I was talking to Democrats up and down the state, and 
I was one of the few that said it was never going to happen. And 
I will tell you that, you know, kudos to our Republican leadership 
in the Senate. I think they did the right thing. Indiana does not 
want to be bullied and ordered about by Washington DC. We want 
to guide ourselves. And that’s not just a Republican idea, that’s 
Hoosiers.

What are your thoughts on foreign aid? Do you think the 
U.S. should be more or less involved internationally? If you 
are looking at programs like USAID, I think that should be fund-
ed that saves lives around the world. If you’re talking about send-
ing billions of dollars to, say, Israel, who has universal health 
care, who has universal education, who has affordable housing, 
and we don’t have it here, then Israel doesn’t need our money as 
much as we do.

We have to ask ourselves, what is this money being spent on? 
Again, it comes back to is this good for the world and not good for 
the American taxpayer.

INTERVIEW - CRAIG HAGGARD

Why are you running? When I was serving [at the state level], I 
had a group Americans for Prosperity that actually contacted me ... 
who had heard in DC, and this is over two years ago, say, hey, we 
heard that the congressman is not going to run again ... we could 
maybe run it for this seat.

So I started in an exploratory committee over two years ago, and 
put out a letter that said, hey, this is me to people across the district 
... And I put out the letter and said, if the Congressman was going 
to run this time, I’m not going to challenge him for that race. And 
he decided to run. And so I ran for my current seat.

But at this point, I think, from traveling the district over the last 
two years, the biggest thing is  that they don’t feel like they’ve re-
ally had representation. They don’t feel that current Congressman 
really ever shows up unless it’s time to run for office. 

What role do you think Congress should play when it comes 
to involvement with State legislation? At the end of the day, the 
state should run the state. [The] 10th Amendment is pretty clear 
on that. 

What are your top goals? We need to go back to the 12 appro-
priation bills, if not more. We need to quit doing this continuing 
resolution, quit partial funding, and actually have a balanced bud-
get, and then, and then tackle our national debt. I think that is the 
biggest thing. 

What committees do you think you could bring the most to?
With my background, for sure, armed services ... Now I do have 
over four years experience being on roads and transportation and 
infrastructure projects ... that’s another committee I wouldn’t mind 
being on.

Of course, Veterans Committee, because it’s where my heart is.
How would you ensure your constituents’ concerns are 

Retired Lieutenant Col-
onel Craig Haggard is a 
decorated combat veteran 
with 22 years of service in 
both the United States Ma-
rine Corps—flying AV-8B 
Harrier fighter jets—and the 
Indiana Air National Guard, 
where he flew F-16 Falcons. 
During his Guard service, he 
was an active reserve officer 
and commanded the air-to-
ground range at Camp Atterbury, retiring in 2013 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. After his military career, he served as an Indiana State 
Representative in the Indiana State House for four years. He 
later joined the National Rifle Association, where he currently 
serves on the National Board of Directors. Craig is also a small 
business owner and led humanitarian missions for 11 years in 
Central Mexico. He and his wife, Brooke, have four children.
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CRAIG HAGGARD - R
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE- DISTRICT 4

JOE MACKEY - D
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE- DISTRICT 4

INTERVIEW - CRAIG HAGGARD

INTERVIEW - JOE MACKEY
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U.S. Representative: Two year term. No term 
limits. A U.S. Representative belongs to the 
legislative branch of government, is known as the 
“people’s house,” is meant to be a body that 
reconstitutes itself every two years to bring in 
new ideas.

heard? I want to have procedures set in place, people set in place, 
and make sure that is a daily part of the program in my office is to 
make sure that the outreach, there’s always an answer. Can’t guar-
antee a fix, but guarantee that we’ll work on something and get 
back to folks in a timely manner.

Where do you stand on healthcare funding?  We want to get 
people off Medicaid. That shouldn’t be on there. So I think that’s 
one of the big things we need to tackle, because at the end of the 
day, we can’t afford it, there’s going to be a point where you’re 
literally choosing between funding schools or Medicaid, no money 
for anything else. 

How do you feel about housing affordability? It’s the econo-
my, it’s national debt, it’s bringing down the inflation. It’s bringing 
products back here. It’s the deregging and it’s all that ... it’s more 
than one thing.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision?  I’m a signer of the Convention of States, article five 
convention ... I would love to add on there, federally, federal maps 
put in the amendment to draw how federal maps are done. So then 
we can quit arguing about it.

Gerrymandering is legal, and we see it done on the Democrat 
side. We see it done on the Republican side. And so those that 
have successfully done it across the country are not doing anything 
wrong. You may not like it, but that’s the system ... It’s like an NFL 
game, a coach should use every legal tool in the rule book to win, 
and that’s what people want to do. 

What are your thoughts on foreign aid? Do you think the 
U.S. should be more or less involved internationally?  It should 
be limited, because at the end of the day, I think we should take 
care, we have a lot of issues here with those issues that would di-
rectly affect us.

Humanitarian stuff. I led humanitarians for missions for 10 years 
... obviously if we have people in the region or we can help on 
massive natural disasters, we should always help on those sort of 
things, then everything else should beyond that ... I think, only if it 
directly involves issues with the United States.

Joe Mackey is a Democrat-
ic candidate running for the 
US House of Representatives 
for Indiana’s 4th district.  Joe 
is a lifelong resident of La-
fayette, Indiana. He retired 
from the Caterpillar Corpo-
ration having worked as a 
machinist for 27 years. Fol-
lowing his retirement, he and 
his wife, Tami, were mainly 
focused on working for their 

-
cer Foundation was established after the Mackey’s lost their two 
youngest children to two different forms of leukemia within just 30 
months of each other.

INTERVIEW - THOMAS HALL, JR.

THOMAS HALL, JR. -  D
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE- DISTRICT 4

Why are you running? I’m running because of the af-
fordability crisis that’s happening nationwide. Prices are 
going up. Housing is going up. In addition, a lot of paychecks 

make people better off than they were even like 10 years ago, for 
example.

What role do you think Congress should play when it comes 
to involvement with State legislation? Ultimately, states know 
their people the best. So when it comes to anything that’s not as 
the Constitution says, anything that’s not ... something the federal 
government should be legislating, it should be left to the states.

What are your top goals? My number one top goal is increasing 
pay across the board, increasing pay for everybody in addition to 
making housing affordable. 

What committees do you think you could bring the most to? 
The Labor Committee, ultimately, because I have been in the Union 
for a long time, and I’ve seen, I’ve seen what unions can do, and I 
think ultimately ... I want to focus on workers’ rights and improving 
working conditions for everybody.

How would you ensure your constituents’ concerns are 
heard? I would like to focus on just really getting out there and 
listening to them through events, hosting town halls. I think that’s 
very important. And I don’t think our current Representative holds 
enough of them. 

Where do you stand on healthcare funding? My biggest 
goal is to get Medicare for all. It’s the best solution because it 

health care to be cheaper. If you look at the average cost of peo-
ple paying health care in European countries, when you look at 
their taxes, a lot of them are only paying as little as $10 so it 
makes it cheaper. 

In addition, it allows people to address health concerns earlier, 
and it helps prevent issues down the road. So it’s actually a lot 
cheaper, and that’s why we need to...invest in people’s health care 
through Medicare for all. In addition, we need to build more hospi-
tals, especially in rural areas. It’s a big concern for a lot of people, 
because a lot of them are closing down due to funding. So we need 
to keep the funding high.

How do you feel about housing affordability? So with hous-
ing, my plan is to provide incentives for land value tax ... Land 
value tax taxes empty plots of land or property that’s not being used 

the same as it would be taxed if there was a structure on it. Whether 
you have this big plot of land with nothing on it, or you have one 
with a house or a condo or an apartment complex, you pay the 
same amount of property tax. So essentially, what that does is that 
relieves property tax burden on a lot of people, which is, which is 
a big problem in Indiana, a lot of people are having trouble paying 
their property taxes. 

But in addition, it provides incentives to build housing. Hous-
ing is supply and demand. There hasn’t been enough construction 
of new homes, and that’s the reason why housing prices are so 
high. It’s because of the lack of supply. So if we increase the 
supply and the demand stays the same, then ... the housing prices 
will go down. In addition, this will help people with property 
taxes.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? I think what they did was good, because I think it’s im-
portant to have a variety of perspectives. And essentially, what that 
does is that eliminates all Democratic representation from if they 
would have passed it, all Democratic representation from the feder-
al government, from Indiana. I think it’s important to have different 
perspectives, because it provides more. I guess you could say piec-
es to the puzzle.

What are your thoughts on foreign aid? Do you think the 
U.S. should be more or less involved internationally? I think it’s 
important to be involved internationally.



INTERVIEW - PAUL MCPHERSON
Why are you running? I see that now is a pivotal time in our so-

ciety where we need people to rise to the occasion and fight the good 
fight, making sure that the rights and liberties and justice is held for 
everyone, and no one is above the law and people are treated right. 

And when I look at my children, I want to make sure that they 
have the same rights and freedoms that I’ve enjoyed the first 39 and 
a half years of my life. 

What role do you think Congress should play when it comes 
to involvement with State legislation? I think that a direct influ-
ence is bad. I think that the federal government should provide 
funding to the States with some oversight as to how that money 
is spent. But in regards to state and local politics, I think that they 
have to stay in their lane.

What are your top goals? There are some common sense solu-
tions to immigration ... if we look at the money that has been [spent 
on] ICE and border patrol, we could very much have easily spent 
that money on individuals to go out into those communities with 
high immigration populations and make them legal.

Also, I think, addressing agricultural issues with open markets 
and trying to get markets back for agriculture. I see what that does. 
As a former farmer myself, and growing up on a cattle and crop 
farm, I know people that are suffering because they can’t, they 
don’t have the markets that they used to have.

I think there needs to be a lot more money invested in our education 
systems to better prepare our students to be active members of society.

What committees do you think you could bring the most to? I 
don’t know that I’m partisan to any certain committee in my expe-
rience and my professional career. I’ve always been hired and put 
into positions because I’m able to get the job done. 

How would you ensure your constituents’ concerns are 
heard? I’m very much a person that likes to get out and talk to 
people. I have very good communication skills. I want to get out 
and hear my constituents. I want to be at festivals and shake hands 
and meet people. I want to do town halls. I want to meet the people 
I’m serving. Because at the end of the day, it’s not about me, it’s 
about we as a society and everybody’s concerns needs to come, 
come to the table.

Where do you stand on healthcare funding? On one side, 
we’ve got Medicaid, Medicare that last year or in 2024 we spent $2 
trillion on and it’s expected to go up by 5% every year. That’s not 
sustainable. That’s 20% of our federal budget. We have to come up 
with something new.

I also think that we’ve got to solve the problem of lowering the 
lower numbers of individuals going into the health care profession. 
So we need to come up with incentives to get more people into the 
health care industry. 

How do you feel about housing affordability? I think that there’s 
a monopoly on property management systems, especially when it 
comes to rentals, and we need to try to figure out how to curb that. 

Housing affordability is also impacted by the cost of land, the 
cost of building materials. We’ve got to figure out how to make 
those more affordable for individuals.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I think redistricting is a bad idea. Gerrymandering a state is 
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INTERVIEW - PAUL MCPHERSON

PAUL MCPHERSON - D
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE- DISTRICT 4

Paul McPherson is a Pro-
fessor of Practice in the 
School of Engineering Tech-
nology, Faculty Director 
of the Bechtel Innovation 
Design Center at Purdue 
University, chair of the War-
ren County Democrats, and 
township board member. He 
is married to an elementary 
teacher and has two teenage 
children. He grew up on a 
210-acre cattle/crop farm in Ohio. He earned a B.S. in Technology 
and Industrial Arts Management from Berea College (Kentucky) 
and a M.S. in Technology from Purdue University. Paul has worked 
in both the manufacturing sector and in higher education, while 
also maintaining a hobby farm in Warren County, Indiana.

Paul is a healthy mix between a Moderate and Progressive 
Democrat and seeks to bring his out-of-the-box problem solving 
skills to Washington. His upbringing and professional career have 
allowed him to engage with individuals from different industries, 
varying religious perspectives, political viewpoints, nationalities, 
and more. These interactions along with his engineering and mana-

as a team to develop common sense solutions. He believes his ap-
proach to problem solving can help resolve some of the economic 
and social issues seen today. 

INTERVIEW - JAYDEN MCCASH
Why are you running? I’m just really passionate about wanting 

to make a difference in the community. Where I’ve seen in the na-
tional politics, how it’s kind of very divisive, and either one party 
versus the other, I kind of see as an opportunity that to put party 
politics aside and try to, kind of build, make a bridge between both 
sides and try to make a positive difference. We’re sending too much 
of our tax dollars overseas. I wanted to make sure to keep them here 
in District Four in America.

What role do you think Congress should play when it comes 
to involvement with State legislation? I feel like that they 
should, well, shouldn’t hold national tax dollars away from the 
states like as a bargain chip, I feel like that that’s kind of wrong 
of the federal government to try to limit or try to force states to do 
something that they might not want to, so I think that’s been kind 
of divisive lately. 

First of all, I think the state’s rights, states make their own 
choice. I feel like the federal shouldn’t dictate what the states want 
to get done.

What are your top goals? My top goals is just to try to pave a 
way that all the candidates can be more Hoosier first ... but think 
about our district first and foremost, and not...be very divisive and 
try to come together for positive change.

What committees do you think you could bring the most to? 
Either with the Epstein transparency, like try to make sure that ... 
everything gets released, work...across party lines, to make sure 
that we prosecute everyone. I feel like I would also want to work 
with, like some farming committees, to help our farmers, because 
they’re really struggling. 

How would you ensure your constituents’ concerns are 
heard? I feel like I would just would really be adamant, and would 
really fight for them. I will ... never forget where I came from.

Where do you stand on healthcare funding? I think that Medi-
care for all is a birthright for every citizen. I feel like that your 
healthcare should look between you and a doctor, not you and an 
insurance company and your doctor. I think that we have a kind of 
broken system. People are paying...a month for their health insur-
ance just to have their claims denied. 

How do you feel about housing affordability? It’s really hard 
to get going, get started whenever people want to buy a house right 
now, which is fortunate if you have a house, but if you don’t, the 
barrier for entry ... wages haven’t kept up with the cost of living in 
the houses.

I feel like we need to either find a way to have interest rates, you 
know, either cut or lowered or have more of like a first time home 
buyer push to try to help get people on the footing.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? I am glad that we, the state, did not redistrict. I think 
that midway through, like they do the census redistricting every 
10 years, to do it in the middle for the kind of out of no reason, 
because...try to make it nine-zero. I think that’s completely wrong 
... I’m glad that they had a backbone.

What are your thoughts on foreign aid? Do you think the U.S. 
should be more or less involved internationally?  I personally 
don’t believe we should be ... I want to help out everywhere else as 
well, but I feel there’s a lot of people struggling ... I pledge that I will 
not send ... a tax dollar overseas until we have Medicare for all.

Hello, I am Jayden Mc-
Cash. I am a Hoosier First, 
Anti-War, Pro-Union and 
Medicare for All candidate 
in the Democratic primary. I 
may be labeled a Democrat in 
the primary, but I am an In-
dependent and I would love 
your support. I am a proud 
father of three and want to 
give my children a brighter 
future. I am a Teamster Local 
135 truck driver that travels the district for my job. I pledge to nev-
er take Super PAC money because I will never be bought. I want 
to hold the people in Washington D.C. accountable and improve 
Hoosiers’ lives!

JAYDEN MCCASH - D
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE- DISTRICT 4

INTERVIEW - JAYDEN MCCASH

not the right idea. You’ve got to connect with your voters. 
What are your thoughts on foreign aid? Do you think the 

U.S. should be more or less involved internationally? I think un-
til we get our national debt under control, we need to really curb 
our international spending. It’s not to say that we pull out entirely 
from international spending, but we definitely need to focus more 
on getting our national debt down, both by balancing our budget 
here at home, but also looking at how things are being spent and 
and what’s the return on investment.

1. Did you know there are 
12 townships in Hendricks 
County? Can you name them? 
The one in the middle is called 
Center Township. 
Answers found on back page.



INTERVIEW - SHEILA ZIELINSKI
Why are you running? I have been interested in politics for a 

very long time, and thought about running back in 2018 and then 
kind of Covid hit, and then, and recently retired from IU Health, 
and so I kind of, after that, thought again about maybe this is a good 
time to run for a public office, but I’ve always been engaged in the 
community did a lot of community service and volunteering, so I 
thought this would be a good way to be more involved and make 
a difference.

What do you think are some major points of priority with-
in your district? Affordability, particularly with the recent Senate 
Bill One with property taxes, is a big issue that is currently on peo-
ple’s minds. I do think that property taxes have gone up dramatical-
ly. I know when I look at just like ... my individual property taxes, 
in the last five years, they’ve gone up like 38% which is a huge 
amount of money. 

But I think that those have to be balanced with our local needs, 
like the things our local taxes go for, like police and fire, roads and 
other things you got to balance the property tax and the local taxes 
with the needs of the people. But you also need to keep in mind 
affordability, which I think people are struggling, struggling with 
right now.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? Government at the local level 
is the most impactful. There’s always going to be a like a push and 
pull between the federal and the local. The federal and the state 
government, they’re going to impact each other. Sometimes the 

INTERVIEW - KAREN WHITNEY

Why are you running?  I am running because I believe that 

government, and I believe I can bring what I call good government 
back to the citizens of District 28, Central Indiana and the state of 

What do you think are some major points of priority with-
in your district?  

-

-
-

-

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? The federal government 

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? 
decided to put the interests of ethics, our state constitution and the 

-

and he chose to be silent, and he chose to go along with what Wash-

state to pressure our state lawmakers to meet their agenda versus 

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 

INTERVIEW - TIFFANY STONER
   Why are you running? I think the voters spoke pretty clearly 
throughout the district that this was a really close race last time...I 
lost by 64 votes. It was the closest legislative race in the US.The 
why is, I think voters want to be heard. And for the last 20 years...
we haven’t necessarily had that.

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district? You don’t have to have a child to be concerned 
about child care. It’s not only an economic issue, but it is a family 
issue. If you look up at LEAP, where so much is happening with 
the development of Eli Lilly’s manufacturing system with Meta...
they have virtually no child care...so the cost of child care is not 
only tremendous for families, but what we lose on the back end 

   Child care is important, but I would say what we didn’t see this 
time around this session is any kind of we saw a lot of property 
tax reform with SCA one last year. What I was hoping to see in 
this session ... is some readjustments to the property taxes. 
   To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? Washington DC is broken 
right now, and so bringing that brokenness to Indiana would not 
be helpful at all. 
   What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? Redistricting was a gift to Indiana, because there are 
people who, just across the state, who have never, ever been 
engaged politically. They have never civically taken the steps to 
make their voice heard. This was really good practice for voters 

take an active part in.
Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 

I don’t need 
to be getting in the business of local politics, but I think because 
of redistricting, they haven’t had to consider legislation that would 
have been really helpful to Hoosiers. I think we wasted a lot of 
time. I was really hoping, because of the pressures from local mu-
nicipalities and cities throughout Indiana, the pressure that they’ve 
been getting from their town councils and their mayors to do the 
right thing and revisit property tax reform. I’m disappointed that’s 
not the number one thing.

Hoosiers are working 
harder than ever, but the 
costs of groceries, housing, 
and healthcare keep climb-

of-pocket costs, support fair 
taxes, cut wasteful legislative 
spending, bring down energy 
bills, protect rural hospitals, 
and expand access to quality 
childcare.

Our schools shape Indi-
ana’s future. That means we need early learning, better pay for 
teachers, and expanded curriculum-to-workforce pipelines so our 
kids can build their futures here.

real property tax reform, and keep zoning and land-use decisions 
local. Data centers don’t belong in ourcommunities if they don’t 

My name is Tiffany Stoner and I’m running as a Democrat for 
State Representative in District 25, which includes parts of Browns-
burg, Lebanon, Whitestown, and Zionsville.

I’m running to be your State Representative to make your life 
more affordable; strengthen our public schools; and empower local 
communities.

S TAT E
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INTERVIEW - SHEILA ZIELINSKI

BECKY CASH - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 25

KAREN WHITNEY - D
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 28

SHEILA ZIELINSKI -  R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 28

TIFFANY STONER - D
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 25

State Representative: Two year term. 
No term limits. Has legislative authority and 
responsibilities of the Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives includes passing bills on public policy 
matters, setting levels for state spending, raising 
and lowering taxes, and voting to uphold or 
override gubernatorial vetoes. 

mother of six, small business 
owner and the current State 
Representative for House 

and has spent her time ad-
vocating for parental rights, 
protection for children, the 
needs of those with special 
and medical needs, lower 

-
icals from ending up in our waters, processing of rape kits and 

of large corporations are being put before the needs of small busi-

-

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? I believe there is a reason why we have a division of 
church and state, and I don’t believe that religion collectively needs 
to be taught in our public schools. Now, can you teach religions of 
the world? Absolutely, but one of the problems that we’re seeing in 
this district is we are having religious buses come to the schools and 
remove children for a set amount of time during the school day. 

I believe that parents certainly have the ability and the right to 
teach whatever religion they want at home. I just don’t believe it 
belongs in the public school system.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? Absolutely. Now, do I think that there are 
some small business owners that would have a hard time with 
that, perhaps, but ... it’s not a livable wage. 

We need to take a look at, do we care about our families? Do 
we care about keeping people in Indiana? And to me, yeah, we do.

How are you currently involved in your community?  Before 
-

unteer. I feel like that’s kind of what led me to this position.
I’m active with Habitat for Humanity ... the Shalom House, 

Second Helpings. I spent 10 years actually working as a parent 
volunteer within the school system...When our referendum failed, 
I was a volunteer PE teacher for two years.

I’ve become a columnist for a magazine, and I feature a non-

-

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? I think the government, our constitution is clear that 
we need to protect the government from religion and religion from 

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? 

-
-

How are you currently involved in your community? I am 

-

Sheila Zielinski is running 
for Indiana House, District 
28. She has been a registered 
nurse for over 40 years and 
has a specialization in Emer-
gency Medicine & Critical 
Care. She completed a bach-
elor’s degree from Bradley 
University, master’s degree 
from Wichita State Univer-
sity, and a Doctor of Nursing 
degree from Indiana Univer-
sity. She recently retired as a nurse practitioner from Indiana Uni-
versity Health Methodist as the clinical manager for the Pulmonary 
Critical Care team.

Sheila is a mother, grandmother and long-time resident of Hen-
dricks County. She and her husband, Paul, live in Pittsboro. Sheila 
not only cares for patients, but she cares about her community. She 
volunteers at the Gennesaret Free Clinic with St. Vincent DePaul, 
the Hendricks County Medical Reserve Corps, the Indiana Guard 
Reserve, and she is a member of the Hendricks County Republican 
Women. She is active in her church, St. Malachy in Brownsburg, 
and has led their Haiti Outreach Mission for over 25 years.

As a lifelong nurse, Sheila has dedicated her life to making the 
community healthier. She has leadership skills you can trust and 
works with integrity to promote stronger communities through lis-
tening and engaging with her district. Sheila cares about issues that 
affect your life such as affordable housing, daycare availability, and 
mental health access. Sheila brings new leadership and a fresh per-
spective for district 28.

Candi-
date pro-
files that 
do not 
feature 
either a 
bio, photo 
or Q&A 
interview 
(contest-
ed races 
only) are 
the result 
of no re-
sponse 
or the 
candidate 
declining 
to furnish 
requested 
material.           



INTERVIEW - WILLIAM COLTERYAHN
Why are you running? I do think times are hard, and I do think 

it takes some bravery to stand up, and I want, if nothing else, for 
my kids, to be able to look back and say, ‘when times were tough, 
Dad stood up and fought for the underdog.’

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district? I think one thing we need to look at in our district is 
the way we’re developing, and do we have our community’s best 
interests at heart?

If you look at Avon, it’s not the same town it was 20 years ago 
... I think that our TIF districts need to be looked at. I think that the 
way that we are allowing more and more developers to come in 
here, and we’re giving them tax breaks to build, to develop, we’re 
allowing them to have more write offs, I think that we’re not real-

Will Colteryahn is a Hoo-
sier by choice, raising his 
family in Avon’s growing 
and diverse community. Af-
ter surviving an aggressive 
cancer diagnosis early in 
adulthood, he built a more 
than twenty-year career in 
social work and public ser-
vice, supporting people with 
disabilities, older adults, vet-
erans, and families across In-
diana. His work has ranged from front-line roles in jails and veter-
ans’ homes to leadership positions within state government, giving 
him a deep, practical understanding of how policy and programs 
affect everyday life.

Will’s wife is a local physician who cares for the diverse pop-

children in the public schools. Their shared commitment to service 
shapes Will’s belief that strong communities are built when fami-
lies have access to opportunity, quality education, and systems that 
work.

As a Democrat, Will draws on his decades of experience nav-
igating complex social-service systems to advocate for solutions 

government can be when it listens, responds, and invests in the 
well-being of all Hoosiers.
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states are first to make changes, and other times, the federal gov-
ernment makes sweeping changes, but I think whenever you can 
keep it local, that’s best. 

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I think that when you redistrict it has to be fair, and certain-
ly both parties would like to have their interests represented. But I 
think it has to be fair, and the timing has to be right.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
current legislators are using their time efficiently? It’s a huge 
number of bills. Some of the problem is quantity over quality and 
being able to focus on things that really impact change, rather than 
just the sheer quantity of bills. It is a huge number of bills. So, 
yeah, I’ve been following them, so I get it.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? Religious texts like, textbooks, I think that they 
should be available, but I think the priority for education is still the 
fundamental learning, reading, writing and arithmetic, those kind 
of things.

I know ... one of the legislations now is whether the 10 Com-
mandments should be posted in our schools. I mean, I don’t think 
there’s anything wrong with posting them. But do we require? 
Does it require a law to post them? 

They shouldn’t be prohibited. I guess is the better way to say it.
Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 

you think it should? I think the wages should be, should change 
with the market demand. One of the things that happened during 
Covid is we saw that the minimum wage went from it essentially, 
kind of doubled, went from seven to 15, and that was partly based 
on demand. I don’t think that we should necessarily raise it. I think 
if the market can get higher prices, then I think it will, that demand 
will drive it. 

How are you currently involved in your community? I am 
active. I continue to work as a nurse practitioner. I work for ... St 
Vincent’s DePaul. I am a part of the Hendricks County Medical 
Reserve Corps, part of the Hendricks County Republican Women 
and volunteer for the Indiana Guard Reserve. So I volunteer quite a 
bit. I participate. I’m also active in my church. I go to St Malachy 
in Brownsburg, and I’ve been the chairperson for the Haiti outreach 
mission for over 25 years.

WILLIAM COLTERYAHN - D
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 40

INTERVIEW - WILLIAM COLTERYAHN

ly asking our local business community to pay their fair share to 

the things we really need to look at in our district is, how do we 
encourage development without harming what it is that made us a 
good place to begin with.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation?  We need to maintain our in-
dependence, always from the federal government. I think that there 
are federal funding opportunities that we shouldn’t be turning down 
... We should be taking money from the Department of Education 
to put towards special education, but I don’t think that we should 
be allowing ourselves to be dictated by the whims of the federal 
government, certainly not when the federal government itself is in 
disarray. 

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I’m glad we didn’t do it, but I think it was ridiculous it was 
even considered.

It didn’t happen because there was a lot of public pushback, and 
so that’s great. It was really democracy in action.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
I do think 

that it’s so important we have bills that go through. And I know 
it always sounds like a lot, and it is a lot, but I think that we need 
to do more to ensure that the average Hoosier has an idea as to 
what’s going on at the state house and what it is and how it will 
affect them. 

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? -
ties for religion, as long as we don’t exclude any single religion or 
promote any single religion. I’m a Christian. My faith guides me. I 
think that it’s helped me to live a better life. Our kids, we discuss it 
with them as a family. 

I don’t think that we should be using tax dollars to promote any 
religion.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. 
Do you think it should? All of our neighboring states have 

low. Also, the majority of employers who pay minimum wage, 
also, not only do they pay minimum wage, but they keep hours 
low. 

People who are now working just as hard as you or I, oftentimes, 
are struggling, not only struggling to get by, but have no choice but 
to rely on government assistance.

How are you currently involved in your community?  I work 
for family social services, which keeps me pretty ingrained in state 
government. As far as Avon, I have been very active. I’ve been a 
scout leader with the Boy Scout troops. I’ve been a coach with 
Avon Youth Sports. I’ve done girls track and cross country, boys 
track and cross country.

2. Which township currently
 has the most people?

Answers found on back page.



INTERVIEW - GREG STEUERALD
Why are you running? We still have some unfinished 

business. I’ve been doing a lot with public safety, and a 
couple years ago, we had a bill that the sheriff’s requested 
to develop a process for them to request the court for, in 
order for them to be released for mental health assessment 
treatment.

And that passed, and ... the framework of that process is in place, 
but now we need more places for them to go, and it’s going to be a 
big lift. But I have two or three other state reps who are extremely 
interested, as much as I am, that we create an inpatient treatment 
facility so these people who need help can be removed from jails, 
placed there under a court order, and receive the treatment that they 
need and deserve.

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district? I think it’s always public safety. You can’t do any-
thing for education, the economy, work if you don’t have a safe 
place to live.

So I think everything begins there, continuing to look at good 
education policy. Those are a couple things that are very important 
for District 40.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? It’s our duty to handle the 
State’s business. That’s why we’re elected, and that’s why we have 
an Indiana state government.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? Well, I voted no, so I think ultimately it was the right 
decision for Indiana. 

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
current legislators are using their time efficiently? I mean, 
that’s why, when the Speaker assigns bills to certain committees 
that the chairman of that committee makes a decision whether 
or not to hear the bill, and a good chairman will ask the person, 
the author, ‘have you worked your bill? Have you spoken to ev-
erybody that’s interested in the bill, both people who might be 
in favor and who might be opposed?’ Because a good chairman 
wants to know what the committee hearing is going to be like, 
and if the author has worked his bill, he can tell the chairman 
who’s in favor and who isn’t and who helped write the bill and 
what they did. 

He can tell the chairman exactly what is involved in his 
bill and who the supporters are and who the opposition will 
be. And when you do that, it makes the entire process so 
much more efficient. Some people don’t work their bills as 
well as they should, and then the committee hearing is a 
mess.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? That’s why I am a supporter of charter schools, 
which allow the parents to make a decision where they want their 
kids to go, and affords them a choice where they can, if they want 
that type of education, they’re allowed to do it. So I’m all for 
parent choice.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? No. 

I think there’s a direct result for loss of certain jobs when the 
minimum wage has to be like everything else a balance, and if that 
gets out of balance, then that can actually cost jobs, as we’ve seen 
it done in California and other states.

How are you currently involved in your community? Because 
of my job, I’m involved with so many boards and so many different 
issues. Because of the job, I’m in direct contact with school admin-
istrators. I’m in direct contact with law enforcement, direct contact 
with fire departments, because the job I’m deeply deeply involved 
with so many different things that without being a public official, 
I would not be.

WES BENNETT- R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 57

Wes Bennett grew up in 

He was active in sports and 
leadership roles throughout 
school, including serving as 
captain of his high school 
football team and leading 

1985, Wes married Suzy Dix-
on, and they settled in Plain-

became deeply involved in 
local politics, serving as precinct committeeman and GOP district 
chair, managing campaigns, and supporting Republican candidates 

-
-

Government Finance, overseeing property tax assessments, local 

which he served until he stepped down in 2025, to run for the Indi-

Beyond public service, Wes has been active in community organiza-

-
sponsibility, and public service to the citizens of his community 

A lifelong Hoosier, State 
Representative Greg Steuer-
wald earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Indiana State 
University, a master’s de-
gree in criminal justice from 
the University of Alabama, 
and his law degree from In-
diana University. Greg has 
practiced law for more than 
four decades and is a partner 
at Steuerwald, Witham & 
Youngs, LLP. His professional background also includes service 

live in Avon, and he has three grown children: Joshua, Jordan 
and Adam. Representative Steuerwald, who has been elected by 
his peers to serve as House Majority Caucus Chair, is widely 
recognized for his leadership on criminal justice reform, judi-
cial policy, and ethics in state government. Over his tenure, he 
has authored and advanced major legislation reforming Indiana’s 
criminal code, expanding victim support initiatives, modernizing 
Indiana’s legal and administrative systems, and enhancing trans-
parency and accountability in public service. Greg serves on the 
House Committees on Courts & Criminal Code, Judiciary and 
Ethics.

INTERVIEW - SID MAHANT
Why are you running? I believe the voters are feeling unheard. 

The costs keep rising, and it’s time for accountability.
What do you think are some major points of priority within 

your district? Our district has dramatically changed in last two to 
three years...A lot of diversity has moved in. Lot of young families 
have moved into our district, and I think so it’s time for a change 
with the leadership that understand their problems, their needs and 
their wants, who could understand different culture, different feel-
ings.

Education is one of the strongest things we need, stronger 
schools, [I] believe first responders, they need more support, better 
programs to keep the community safe. 

And then the tax relief. I met quite a bit of elderlies, seniors they 
are on a limited income, and they are very frustrated right now with 
the property taxes.

So there are several, several issues that I will be concentrating on 
fixing in our district.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? Federal need to stay out of 
our local politics, because this should be more in people’s control.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? I’ve been asked that question several times, and it was 
simple, if we needed it, we should have done it.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
current legislators are using their time efficiently? No, they’re 
not.

I haven’t gone much deeper into it, but what I have seen there 
are they will have discussions on the bills that doesn’t even make 
sense. For example, on a main road, the white stripe on the side of 
the road, it has to be four inches, or has to be three inches. That’s 
just a waste of time. What difference would it make having three 
inches to four inches of white stripe on the side of the road?

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? Not sure about that. Haven’t done study about it, but 
yes, school curriculum...we need to make it more better. We need to 
go back in days students today, they cannot clearly read and write.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? You can change the minimum wages, but the 
cost of everything is also going to go up, which already going up. 
So making minimum changes is going up, not going to make much 
difference, until we bring the cost of everything down. 

Because, let’s say, if you add, if you increase minimum wages, 
and let’s say, from whatever it is right now to $25 an hour, the em-
ployer has to pay more money to the employees, and they’re going 
to put the cost into the product the consumer is going to get. So 
let’s say if you’re in a restaurant, and a restaurant owner pays $10 
an hour to a server now he’s paying $25 an hour to server. His cost 
of doing business has gone up, and what he will do is he will adjust 
the cost in the food and ultimately, consumer is going to pay up. So 
it’s a temporary fix. It’s not a permanent fix.

How are you currently involved in your community? Very 
active day to day. I go on social meetings. I hear problems from the 
people. Help them solve it. Involved with lot of charitable organi-
zations. Member in the Rotary Club, and Rotary Club does a lot 
of charitable stuff...hang out with the neighbors, understand their 
problems.

I’m very involved in the community in different cultures as well. 
I go to the church, I go to the Gurudwara, I go to the Mandir. So ex-
periencing different religions to see their understanding in today’s 
world, since we have so much issues going on in our own country 
right now.

At 23, Sid Mahant arrived 
in America with just $850, 
the clothes he was wearing, 
and an unshakable belief in 
the American Dream. He 
believed that in this coun-
try, hard work could over-
come any obstacle. He took 
every job he could: janitor, 
convenience store manager, 
nursing assistant, salesman, 
restaurant owner, and truck 
driver. He faced discrimination, setbacks, and even lost his small 

President Abraham Lincoln’s perseverance, Sid kept moving for-
ward.

In 2014, Sid and his wife chose to call Avon, Indiana home, rais-
ing their two sons who proudly attend Avon schools. What began as 
a one-truck mobile repair shop has grown into a successful trucking 
company that supports local families. Today, Sid is most proud of 
being a husband and father—and even makes time for Brembo, the 
family dog he calls his youngest son.

Sid knows our district has grown and changed and leadership 
needs to change as well. As a small business owner with a real 
job, he understands the pressure families feel from rising costs and 
unexpected bills. He’s running to protect opportunity—for seniors, 

family who still believes in the American Dream.
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SID MAHANT - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 40

GREG STEUERWALD- R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 40

INTERVIEW - WES BENNETT
Why are you running? I really care about the people that I’ve 

companies solve operational problems, close gaps and delivery of 

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district? 

-

Safety and security in our schools and our neighborhoods at 

INTERVIEW - WES BENNETT

YOUR 
RIGHT.

YOUR 
PRIVILEGE.

YOUR 
DUTY.

YOUR
VOTE.



INTERVIEW - SUZANNE FORTENBERRY

Why are you running? I can’t sit back and let a seat be unop-
posed. 

I’m running to give people a choice. That’s the simple and short 
answer. But I’m, I’m running to make them work for it, because 
just sitting back and taking all the votes, because nobody else is 
running, I’m going to make them work for it.

What do you think are some major points of priority with-
in your district?  I am for the teachers. Okay, so one of the 
things that I talked about is that my work, we have the 110, 100 
rule. So we have a package. It’s on the belt. It’s open. We take 
the tape gun, tape it up, $1 worth of time. Okay, if the package 
goes down because I didn’t tape it up and it spills over, we got 
to put it back in the box. Tape it up. It’s $10 worth of time, if we 
still don’t mess with it. And it gets down to the end of the belt, 
it gets in the gears, we got to stop everything. It’s $100 worth 
of time. 

So why are we not taking care of our children? This is the very 
beginning of our society. Have you gone into some of these fast 
food places and try to order some food? Our education system is 
failing. We need to take care of our teachers. Get top quality talent. 
We need to, again, feed our kids in school and make sure there’s 
work programs. College isn’t for everybody.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation?  Not at all. The Constitution 
was made to evolve. There’s amendments for a reason, but when 
the federal government tries to rule over individual states, the water 
is getting muddied too much. 

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I am surprised and relieved that a lot of Republicans stood 
up for what was right. 

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
Absolutely 

not. It’s a distraction. All of these trans kids that want to play sports, 
let me see if I can count them on no hands. There’s zero trans kids 
trying to play sports, and yet, this is where we put our time and our 
bills. It’s all a distraction. They make this big noise so you don’t 
notice that they screwed everybody over with the property tax bill.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? As a Christian, I don’t think it has a place in public 
school. I went to Sunday school and then a couple weeks of Bible 
school every year, in the summer, there should be classes that are 
elective.

I grew up Methodist...we had a Catholic Church. We didn’t have 
a Lutheran Church in our little town in Louisiana, but I had heard of 
Martin Luther, but then I learned about the Reformation as an adult, 
I didn’t learn this stuff as a kid. 

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? Absolutely. 

Minimum wage is a joke. You can’t, you can’t work a 60 hour 
week, even with overtime, and live on it with two, two people, 
two kids, working 60 hours each. Who’s going to watch their kids? 
Child care is ridiculously expensive. We need to work on our child 
care system.

I think there should be government subsidies. And why are we 
turning down money from the federal government for feeding our 
kids in the summertime ... we can get a helipad, but we can’t ad-
minister food to hungry kids in the summer.

How are you currently involved in your community? 

highlight other organizations like Johnson County Public Library 

to try to raise them money. 

I watched him win 49 states on Election Night 1984.
My opponents have spent their careers on the government pay-

roll. One ran the state’s property tax agency for six years while 
property taxes went up, then took a $160,000 state commission seat 
and voted yes on every electric rate hike. Another draws a township 
paycheck while I’m running to eliminate Indiana’s 1,000 township 
bureaucracies — including one that sent your tax dollars to Abu 

way.
I’m not going to Indianapolis to make friends with the people 

who broke this. I’m going to break it — with your mandate, and 
without apology.

-
tractWithHoosiers.com — or call me: 812-345-9783. I answer.

Property taxes? Skyrocket-
ing. Electric bills? Up 17.5% 
in two years. Health costs? 
Indiana pays more than al-
most anywhere in America. 
Who did this to us?

I’m Greg Knott — Net-

Tech, same job for 26 years. 
Never taken a government 
salary. The only government 
paycheck I’ll ever take is the 
one Hoosiers send me to Indianapolis to earn. Wife, two dogs, three 
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INTERVIEW - SUZANNE FORTENBERRY

GREG KNOTT- R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 57

SUZANNE FORTENBERRY- D
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 57

Candidate profiles that do not 
feature either a bio, photo 
or Q&A interview (contested 
races only) are the result of 
no response or the candidate 
declining to furnish requested 
material.           

The affordability issue is big...we’ve been hearing a lot about 
that...I think people, families of my district...are getting squeezed, 
whether it be gas prices, which are coming down, but still grocery 
prices need to come down further. Property taxes...there’s energy 
costs. So affordability is a big deal. 

Education then produces good economic outcomes. It helps sta-
bilize communities. It helps with the safety and affordability when 
we’ve got well educated people managing their own expenses.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? Elections should be done at 
the local level, but we do need a National Voter ID. 

You can’t get on an airplane without an ID. You can’t open a 
bank account without an ID. You...shouldn’t be able to vote unless 
you have a properly issued state ID and so, no, the federal govern-
ment doesn’t need to be micromanaging the state of Indiana. But 
at the same time, there are a few issues where, on a national basis, 
it makes sense.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting 
decision? Initially, it’s not the Hoosier way. We don’t change the 
rules in the middle of the game...There is a long game that’s also 
coming into play and... I probably would have held my nose and 
voted for redistricting. I don’t like it in the middle of the game, 
but at the same time...the current census that was used to make the 
current boundaries was not done accurately. We’ve counted people 
that shouldn’t have been counted.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
It’s way too 

when I don’t know how many 150 might get through.
What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 

curriculum? I look at the Bible as a historical document, so I don’t 
have a problem with that. I think ... it’s part of our history. It’s part 
of our country being formed by Judeo Christian values and morals.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? Probably so ... We’ve had quite a bit of de-

people in that way scale to earn a fair living. So it’s probably time.
How are you currently involved in your community?  I’ve 

sports programs. I’ve coached youth athletics. I’ve been president 
of that organization.

I’m active in my church and leading my men’s prayer group. I’ve 

certainly involved. We’re actively involved all over the place. Been 
precinct committeeman for over 30 years, County Chairman Hen-
dricks County Chair, GOP Chairman as well. And so we’ve been ... 
actively involved in both political and social economic activities of 
the town and the county.

INTERVIEW - GREG KNOTT

Why are you running?
-

publicans for over a decade, and they’ve really failed to make prog-
ress on some really important everyday issues for average users.

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district?  It’s those everyday issues that the General Assem-
bly is not paying attention to that are most important to the people 
in my district.

We touched on the property taxes. Touched on the health care 
costs too much. . .both health care and health insurance both cost 
too much. And then the electricity rates they’ve also been increas-
ing faster than people’s paychecks. So those are all things that the 
General Assembly seems to be taking the side of big business, 
rather than the average Hoosier. Another thing that I’m really con-
cerned about, and I hear a lot of complaints about, is the Indiana 

-
pletely get rid of that. They’re just. . .trying to rig the system in 
favor of big business and against the average Hoosier.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation?  That’s the purpose of the 10th 
Amendment, is that we, the people of the 50 states have delegated 

listed in those enumerated powers that we gave to the federal gov-
ernment, they don’t have any business meddling in the policies of 
Indiana - everything else is reserved for Hoosiers.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I think it was the correct decision because I don’t think we 

think. . .the maps that were drawn in 2021 I think, were better than 
the proposed map this time, and that we shouldn’t be doing some-
thing to our opponents that we wouldn’t want done to us. 

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
  No, I think 

there’s probably a lot more important issues than the tenderloin 
sandwich becoming the state sandwich. Or as much as I admire 
IU coach, Bob Knight, I’m not sure its proper use of the General 
Assembly’s time to be renaming roads in his honor when there’s 
so many more important issues. So I’m pretty disappointed in the 
General Assembly for not taking Hoosiers concerns more seriously 
and having so many frivolous bills.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum?  I think it would comply with the First Amendment as 
long as it was used in the appropriate subject matter. 

You could study the Bible, for example, in a literature class. But. 
. .it would all depend on the context of what, what subject the re-

want to comply with the First Amendment.
Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 

you think it should? I really don’t think so. I think the minimum 
wage, it sounds nice that maybe people might get paid a little bit 
more, but in reality, what happens is that the people who aren’t 
valuable enough, their work isn’t valuable enough to pay that wage, 

jobs. The jobs are the people who need the jobs the most.
How are you currently involved in your community? I’ve 

just been attending various meetings and trying to make my voice 
heard, and I don’t think it is being heard. So that’s why I chose to 

INTERVIEW - GREG KNOTT

3. What township has grown 
more homes than any of the 
others?

Answers found on back page.



INTERVIEW - ROB STILES
Why are you running? I’m running because I was born and 

raised in Indiana. I love this state. I believe that our best days are 
ahead. I do believe that we need leaders who will take action and 
not just hold a seat. I’m running because I have a clear set of goals 
and the determination, the discipline to deliver real results for Hoo-
sier lives, and I want to make them better.

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district?  As I talk to people, property tax reform is a big 
issue. I can tell you, personally, my property taxes have nearly dou-

think we need to maintain as much as possible local control ... how-
ever, there are some things that we can do to perhaps improve that 
situation. I don’t think anybody should be taxed out of their home, 
and I think we need to look at that, because we’re hurting some you 

lower end of the economic ladder.
To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 

be involved with State legislation?  I’m not a big fan of uber fed-
eral involvement with us. However, we do get a lot of money from 

intrusively as possible.
What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-

cision? Both my State Rep. Craig Haggard, as well as my State 
Senator, voted in favor of it ... Were I in the legislature at the time, I 
probably would have approached colleagues about, let’s do a com-
promise, instead of breaking up Marion County and let’s go for 
Northwest Indiana. I think that would have been better and then we 
could have perhaps moved that area in a way that would have been 
better for the party. I want to be fair in representing all people of 
all stripes, and I want to hear from them. I want to hear their ideas 

INTERVIEW - TINA TURNER
Why are you running? I’m running because I’ve been involved 

in politics for a long time, and it’s never been the right time for me. 
I’ve supported other candidates. I’m a member of the Republican 
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INTERVIEW - ROB STILES

INTERVIEW - TINA TURNER

ROB STILES - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 57

TINA TURNER - R
STATE REPRESENTATIVE-DISTRICT 57

Rob Stiles is a lifelong 
Hoosier who proudly calls 
District 57 home. He has 
lived in Greenwood and Cen-
ter Grove for 38 years and 

High School. He still gath-
ers monthly with high school 
friends for a very competitive 
bid Euchre game near Clark’s 

deep roots and lasting friendships in the community.
Rob is a Christian husband, father of three grown children, 

and grandfather of eight who cares deeply about helping people 
thrive. He believes government holds a sacred trust to protect our 
God-given rights to life, liberty, and the opportunity to pursue hap-
piness for every citizen. We need leaders who will take action, not 
just hold a seat. Rob is running because he has a clear set of goals 
and the determination, experience, and discipline to deliver results 
that make Hoosier lives better.

His top priorities are Property Tax Reform, strengthening Finan-
cial Literacy Education with clear state standards, and advancing 
Housing Affordability reforms and incentives. He also supports 
strengthening Career and Trades Education, protecting Hoosier 
jobs (E-Verify), defending life, protecting the Second Amendment, 

-
taining limited, accountable government.

Professionally, Rob serves as Senior Director of Donor Rela-

need. He previously worked for two Fortune 500 companies and 

a B.S. in Business Management from Indiana University and an 
M.A. in Religion from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, summa 
cum laude, and is conversational in Spanish.

Born and raised in Ohio, I 
earned a BS in Systems Anal-
ysis from Miami Universi-
ty. I relocated to Indiana in 
1985 and have called Morgan 
County home for the past 30

years.
After working as a soft-

ware designer and developer, 
I stepped back to focus on 
raising our family—just as 
my late husband co-founded 
a product development business. We

were true partners: I managed our home while he built the com-
-

vatism—balancing budgets, controlling
costs, and making tough but responsible decisions to protect 

families and employees. Government must live within its means, 
just like Hoosier families and small businesses do every day.

Today, I serve as township clerk, where I handle public funds 

insight into how state legislation affects

emergency services.
Rooted in my Christian faith, I am unapologetically pro-life. I 

am committed to defending our Second Amendment rights, sup-

choice, and preserving the freedoms that make Indiana the best 
place to raise a family.

Faith. Family. Freedom. The Right Turn for Indiana.

Party in Morgan County. I’m currently the secretary of the Repub-
lican Party in Morgan County. 

I’ve been a precinct committee member for at least 12 years, I 
believe. And it’s the right time of my life to run right now...I just 
feel that there’s a disconnect between legislators and everyday peo-
ple, and I think I can bring some understanding of those issues to 
the State House and try to come up with solutions to make Hoo-
siers’ lives better.

What do you think are some major points of priority within 
your district? Definitely property tax. Everyone says the proper-
ty taxes are too high. The SEA 1 or Senate Bill one from the last 
session, not this one currently, but was supposed to be property tax 
relief. It brought a little bit of relief, but not the wholesale thing 
that people were expecting to have impact, and it totally confused 
and brought chaos to the funding of local governments, counties, 
townships, fire departments. So there’s just lots of things to fix with 
that, and that’s the major issue.

After that, affordability, I’m currently a Township Clerk. I see 
people come in with their township assistance requests. Rents are 
very expensive. Electricity, utilities are expensive, and if they’re on 
a fixed income, they’re definitely not keeping up with the cost it 
takes to live. And if they’re not on a fixed income, their wages are 
not increasing at the same rates.

To what extent do you think the Federal Government should 
be involved with State legislation? I’m a 10th Amendment wom-
an. I believe in state’s rights. I don’t think the federal government 
should have as much say as they do, and I think Indiana could do a 
better job not being reliant on federal programs.

What are your thoughts on Indiana’s recent redistricting de-
cision? I feel as a Republican, if we could be a nine Republican 
congressional seat state, we should be a nine congressional seat 
state I’ve not ever had a position to have impact on the redistricting. 
So I’m supportive of getting ourselves to nine. There was issues 
with the census that, you know, blue states count their high illegal 
immigration population. That gives them a congressional seat. So 
it takes away from congressional seats that maybe Indiana could 
have had. There’s a lot of issues why it was not unreasonable to 
expect that we could redo it, but I’m disappointed that the state 
didn’t follow through.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
current legislators are using their time efficiently? That’s a lot 
to do in what, eight weeks, and. . . two of the weeks were in De-
cember. I think they’re doing the best they can in the time frame.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum?  I’m for that. The Bible’s [a] historic document. 
There’s a lot of history there, so I’m okay with religious texts in 
classrooms.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? I’m not a fan of minimum wage because, 
like, let’s just set up $100 an hour. All that means is that companies 
that can’t pay $100 an hour just won’t hire people. And so actually, 
people at the lower ends get hurt the most. 

Look at what happened in California, they set like a minimum 
wage of like 20, $25 for fast food workers. The fast food companies 
just closed up. They don’t have places to work anymore. So no, I 
think it should be supply and demand. If you have a skill, employ-
ers will pay you what you’re worth.

How are you currently involved in your community?  I’m an 
active member of my church that’s really important to me.

I just attend meetings with Chamber of Commerce. In Morgan 
County, there’s a Better Communities Coalition, and I attended 
their annual event last year, and I signed up to work on the housing 
part of that.

on things, but I probably would have approached doing one of the 
districts rather than two.

Over 700 bills have been proposed in session, do you think 
Well, proba-

bly not. But ... I can only take care of my time and the way I use my 
time, and I can guarantee you that I consider governments to have a 
sacred trust to ensure God given rights. And I think that I will, I will 
absolutely make voters proud of the way I spend my time.

What are your thoughts on religious texts in public school 
curriculum? I’m not sure I understand the question. I don’t think 
that public schools should be pushing a particular text on people. 
However, for cultural, for historical understandings, I have no 
problem with people learning about the Bible from a literature per-
spective. That was a foundation for a lot of the founding of the 
country. It’s the foundation for the founding of Western civiliza-
tion. We shouldn’t push religion on anybody. But I think that to be 
culturally informed. I don’t have a problem with students learning 
about literature.

Indiana’s minimum wage has not changed since 2009. Do 
you think it should? As I am pro small business, I would not be 
in favor of changing Indiana’s minimum wage. Minimum wage is 
meant to be an entry wage for the workforce, not a long term wage. 

hiring more people.
How are you currently involved in your community? Oh, 

okay, active at my church. I’m also, like I said, involved in my job. 

as feeding people, helping people with drug and alcohol rehabil-

perhaps come from lower economic backgrounds, things like that.

4. Which township would you 
be in if you had clowns to the 
left of you and jokers to the 
right?

Answers found on back page.



INTERVIEW - DAN ZIELINSKI
Why are you running? I love this job. After I got elected ... 

all the new judges go to something called baby judge school. So 
all the new judges go to this five day seminar, and have speakers 
every day, all day long . . .And the last speaker was a judge from 
Hamilton County, and he said, ‘congratulations, you have the best 
job and the greatest profession in the world.’ And he was right. I’ve 
been doing this for ... this is my 12th year, and I want to continue it. 
I think I’m a good judge, and I want to serve.

What do you think makes a good judge? I think what makes a 
good judge is having experience as a trial lawyer, a real trial lawyer. 
I was a trial lawyer for 25 years at a firm here in Danville. Every 
day I met with clients. I researched the law. I interviewed witness-
es. I prepared exhibits. I prepared my arguments. I went to court 
almost every day. Sometimes I would hit the cycle, which means I 
would have some hearing of some sort. Might be short, but of some 
sort, in every court in the courthouse.

With that kind of trial experience and being in front of a lot of 
different judges, I was in front of judges all around the state, and 
you see the good things that you want to adopt. You see the things 
and say, hey, I don’t want to do that as a judge, all right, so you have 
all that experience and you can and you appreciate what a lawyer 
goes through when they prepare for trial.

I think lawyers appreciate it when they know a judge has been 
through for decades what they’re going through.

How would you define injustice? Injustice, would be berating 
an attorney in front of a client, not doing the research necessary to 
prepare a proper order, not taking careful notes when a witness is 
testifying, making a ruling because you like a lawyer or don’t like 
a lawyer or a client, sometimes parties can be a little abrasive, but 
it doesn’t mean they’re not telling the truth. So injustice would be 
making a rash decision, not based on the facts, not based on the law.

How will you remain neutral through your interpretation of 
the law? The law is the law. So you have statutory law, and then 
you have case law, where appellate and supreme court judges de-
termine what the statutory law is.

What a judge has to do is look at the statute, and then each law-
yer will find different cases, saying what that statute means, and 
you have to say, okay, both they’re all right, both sides are correct, 
but how which of those cases closely fit what the evidence was at 
trial. And then you apply, you determine what the statute means, 
what the correct case law means, look at the evidence and make 
a ruling.

What do you think are some of the biggest challenges within 
the Hendricks County Justice System? I don’t know that it’s a 
judicial challenge, but everybody wants to get the court as quickly 
as they can normally, and trying to find time on the calendar to get 
those cases heard as quickly as possible, when there’s 10,000 other 
people that want their cases heard as quickly as possible is difficult.

What types of law does the circuit court you’re running for 
handle, and what are your experiences within those areas? All of 
our courts are courts of general jurisdiction, so we can hear anything.

I’ve had experience ... I was a ... trial lawyer for 25 years, and on 
each one of those types of cases, I represented thousands of people. 

What do you think is the biggest challenge of being on the 
bench? As being in the courtroom, as long as there’s good lawyers 
who are prepared and know the law and are looking out for their 
clients, there are very few challenges.

How would you ensure everyone in your courtroom feels 
heard? I’ve never not let anybody be heard. It’s up to their lawyers 
to determine who they want to be heard.
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DAN ZIELINSKI -  R
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE

INTERVIEW - DAN ZIELINSKI

I am Dan Zielinski and it 
has been an honor to serve 
as your Hendricks County 
Circuit Court Judge since 
2015. I have been associated 
with the Circuit Court since I 
was a law student serving as 
its bailiff, assisting in the ad-
ministrative duties during the 
day and attending law school 
at night. 

My parents moved their 
young family to Hendricks County in 1965 and I have been a Hen-
dricks County resident ever since, residing in Brownsburg and then 
Danville. I have been married for 32 years and have a daughter who 
lives with her husband in Indianapolis. 

Prior to becoming your judge, I was a partner in a Danville law 
-

ious legal issues including civil, domestic and criminal. My vast 

strong trial judge. 
I have presided over thousands of cases including several high 

I have been a member of and led many Hendricks County com-

It is my honor to ask for your vote this May to continue to serve 
you as Hendricks County Circuit Court Judge. 

INTERVIEW - AARON RODEBBECK
Why are you running? I’m running because I will bring in-

County at a high level, on the Circuit Court bench.
What do you think makes a good judge? Integrity, fairness and 

unbiased application of the law as written with a focus on protect-
ing the community that you serve.

A biased application of the 
law.

How will you remain neutral through your interpretation of 
the law? [By] taking a thorough analysis of the facts of each in-
dividual case as presented and applying those facts to the law as 
written.

Aaron Rodebeck is a can-
didate for Hendricks County 
Circuit Court Judge who has 
a career dedicated to pub-
lic service, integrity, and the 
rule of law. He has served as 
a Hendricks County Deputy 
Prosecutor, where he worked 
closely with law enforcement 
and victims to hold offenders 
accountable and protect the 
community. Aaron currently 
serves as Chief Deputy Securities Commissioner for the State of 
Indiana, leading complex civil enforcement actions and safeguard-

criminal and civil law, giving him a broad and balanced perspective 
on the justice system.

Aaron is running to ensure a fair and impartial courtroom, pri-

courts. He believes every person who enters a courtroom deserves 
to be heard and treated with respect, and that judges must apply 

-
servative and committed Christian, Aaron views his candidacy as a 
calling to serve the people of Hendricks County with integrity and 
humility. He and his family are proud to call Hendricks County 
home and he looks forward to the opportunity to serve the commu-
nity that they love.

AARON RODEBECK - R
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE

INTERVIEW - AARON RODEBECK

-
I think we need more 

what I want to explore as a mental health court. We have a very suc-
cessful drug and substance abuse court, but from a mental health 
standpoint, our county is lacking in mental health resources, and 
that’s according to county studies and problem solving courts, es-
pecially from the mental health side, have been shown to reduce 
recidivism, which helps prevent that cycle of arrest, incarceration 
and release without treatment that inevitably has a negative impact 
on the community safety and county resources.

It 
has a broad docket, a criminal docket, from murders all the way 
down to certain misdemeanors, and then it has a fairly broad civil 

tax warrant and sheriff sales, and I’ve dabbled in each area that 
practice areas ... I was a Deputy Prosecutor out of Hendricks Coun-
ty from 2018 to 2021 and then I went into private practice and did 
some defense work and civil litigation for about a year, and then 
subsequently moved into state leadership, and I’m currently Chief 
Deputy Securities Commissioner, where we handle complex litiga-

into a lot of the similarities with the tort cases that will be before the 
bench, and then so from a prosecution and defense have prepared 
me for the criminal docket. The civil docket has prepared for me 
... we have civil, administrative and criminal authority down here 
at the division, and then from the tax warrant and tax sale side of 

becoming a prosecutor in real estate law property and being a title 

I think our dockets, if you look year over year, the case 
loads are growing, and that’s based on a 2% growth rate more up 
to almost 200,000 folks here within the county. Cases are grow-

is one of the biggest things ... more so the civil side, but some 
integrating that with the criminal side too. I really think it’s going 
to be important for the next judge to make sure cases are moved, 
and in order to do that, making sure dockets are managed effec-
tively, and you’re holding yourself accountable to get orders that 
matter out on a timely basis. But also, deadlines are being forced 
enforced amongst Council when it makes sense, as far as not 

based on the rules that apply, whether it’s under procedural rules 
or evidentiary rules, and then decisions are ordered in a timely 
fashion.

heard? I believe that goes back to making sure every case is being 
looked at at a factual basis, independently of any any form of bias, 
but then also respectfully treating every litigant, party, victim or 
just bystander that’s in the courtroom, and making sure that deco-
rum is made an expectation from day one, and following through 
and being consistent in the way you conduct yourselves with whole 
parties before the court or in the gallery as well as jurors.
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INTERVIEW - DAVE COX 
Why are you running? I’m presently on the council and believe 

I have done a fantastic job. 
I’m really good at working with people of different opinions. So 

... if you ever come to a council meeting you will see I am kind of 
the glue that is sticking everything together.

We have a very good council right now, they’re pretty diverse 
and they all have opinions ... for the most part we’re really doing a 
good job of not having somebody who is just representing a small 
group type of thing.

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? 
jail done, so that was a fantastic move. 

Our next big project is going to be ... the commissioners are 

would probably be the Justice Center. 
I know there is a lot of concern about building it downtown Dan-

ville because they’re afraid if the courts move out of downtown 
Danville, that the downtown will deteriorate. Obviously, if we do 
move out downtown, we would work with them to keep building 
downtown. So I don’t really see that as a problem as much as some 
people.

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? Every year we do a budget. 

I’d like to thank my wife 
and family for their support 
of my campaign. I would like 
to apologize if sometimes 

I’m a cancer survivor of two 
rounds of radiation on my 
neck and throat which some-
times causes speech issues. 

I believe in Divine provi-
dence. When I left the Police 
Department after getting shot 
while on duty I looked at jobs in several states but settled in Hen-
dricks County! 

-
gles, Hendricks County Senior Services Board and the Hendricks 

-

-
patch, I can say it wasn’t easy. Getting several local governments to 
let go of their control for the betterment of the whole county speaks 
a lot of the quality of the people in the room who were helping to 
work through the problem. 

One of my strong points is the ability to work with people who 
have a different point of view than mine. Where some of my oppo-
nents may be looking to the interests of just a certain area, I pledge 
to use my abilities, experience and conservative common sense val-
ues for the betterment of the entire county. 

proudly served as the County 

time, she has implemented 
new processes and proce-
dures for better accuracy in 
assessments, updated reas-
sessment training programs 
and cross trained staff to 
better serve and educate the 
public.

She recently launched a 
new and interactive website that is user friendly, with informative 
resources for taxpayers. She encourages everyone to explore this 
new tool at htts//engage.xsoftinc.com/Hendricks.

Nicki has served on the Executive Board of the Indiana Coun-

-
mittees. Nicki is proactively involved to represent the residents of 
Hendricks County with continued knowledge and experience. Each 

-

Year award.
Nicki is a lifelong resident of Hendricks County. She received 

her BSW from Ball State University. She has raised three sons in 
Hendricks County, enjoys spending time with her grandchildren 
and is an avid gardener.

prosecutor and dedicated 
public servant committed 
to protecting families and 
strengthening public safety in 

-
ecutor of the 55th Judicial 

-
utation for aggressive, vic-
tim-centered prosecution and 
strong partnerships with local 
law enforcement. He believes 

-
lent offenders accountable, and pursue justice with integrity and 
fairness. 

-
sults—securing convictions in serious felony cases, advocating for 
victims’ rights, and ensuring dangerous criminals face meaningful 
consequences. He works side by side with police agencies across 
the county to combat violent crime and deter those who come into 
the community intending to cause harm.

as written and upholding the Constitution. He believes in transpar-
ency, accountability, and maintaining the highest ethical standards 
in public service.

Judge of Hendricks Superior 
-

rently completing his second 
term. He graduated from In-

in History. He earned his law 
degree from IU McKinney 

clerked for the Honorable 

-
cial College, is currently in the Indiana Graduate School for Judg-

Committee and the Mental and Behavioral Health Committee, and 
is the Chairman of the Hendricks County Community Corrections 

includes criminal, divorce, mortgage foreclosure, guardianship, 

speaker for various groups around the area.

RHETT STUARD - R
HENDRICKS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT II

JACK SADLER - R
HENDRICKS COUNTY SHERIFF

ROBERT (BOB) GENTRY - R
HENDRICKS COUNTY COMMISSIONER

LOREN DELP - R
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

DAVID COX - R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT 1

LAURA HERZOG - R
HENDRICKS COUNTY RECORDER

INTERVIEW - DAVE COX 

County Recorder: Four year term. Two-term 
limit. Maintain permanent public records involving 
a wide variety of instruments. These documents 
detail transactions involved in: real estate, 
personal property, mortgages, liens, leases, 
subdivision plats, military discharges, Public 

instruments are recorded either for giving legal 
public notice of their existence or for safekeeping 
and future reference.

County Surveyor: Four-year term. No term 
limits. Reviews and maintains land records to 
ensure property boundaries and ownership 
details are accurately documented. The Surveyor 
is also in charge of managing and maintaining 

County Council: Four-year term. No term limits. 

affairs, sets priorities for allocations and 

Also: Establishes wages for all county employees.

County Commissioner: Four-year term. No term 
limits. Act as the executive and legislative bodies 
of county government, adopt policies and 
ordinances governing the unincorporated areas 
of the county. Also: Establish and maintain public 

treasurer, sheriff and surveyor.

County Assessor: Four-year term. No term 
limits. Primary responsibility is to assess the 
value of real and personal property in the county.

-
zog, and I am honored to be 

-
er. Public service has been a 
privilege, and I hope to con-
tinue that work with a second 
term.

I would be grateful for 
your vote and support in the 

-

known, but its role is essential. We maintain accurate,
permanent records of property ownership and ensure these doc-

uments are preserved for future generations.
My team of seven dedicated employees and I work closely with 

property owners, mortgage companies, title searchers, and others to 

support smooth, reliable transactions.

our free Property Watch fraudalert program and modernized our 

growing, and serving Hendricks County with responsibility and 
integrity.

I am honored to seek a 
second term as your Sheriff 
and to continue serving the 
citizens of Hendricks County 
with integrity, accountability, 
and steadfast leadership.

Serving as Sheriff has been 
one of the greatest privileges 

years in law enforcement, 
there is no slowing down. Ev-
ery day, I strive to build upon 
the progress we have made and ensure the opportunities before us 
are not wasted.

building deeper connections with the people we serve. I have em-
-

the foundation of public safety, my focus has remained on integrity, 

members, supporting victims, responsibly managing taxpayer re-
-

nity we proudly serve.
With your continued support, we will keep moving forward to-

for Sheriff.

NICOLE (NICKI) LAWSON - R
HENDRICKS COUNTY ASSESSOR

served Hendricks County 
as a County Commissioner 

of experience in county lead-
ership and public service. 
He previously served on the 
Northwest Hendricks School 

-

Bob has farmed in Hen-
-

Bob was married to his wife, Donna, for 43 years until her pass-

Bob is seeking reelection to continue serving the residents of 
Hendricks County.



My family have been res-
idents of Hendricks County 
for over 100 years, and I’ve 

for over 50 years. I went to 
Clayton High School and re-
tired from Allison (Div. GM) 
and EDS (Electrocni Data 
Sys.). 

I have been on the Plain-

years and married to Pat Gad-

have one daughter, two sons, one granddaughter, three grandsons, 
and one great-granddaughter. 

I served in the Armed Forces for over seven years. I’m a member 

INTERVIEW- ED GADDIE
Why are you running? 

Chuck Parsons, which I know, and my main reason there’s things 
that the county and towns need to be a little more, work together on 

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? 

with what goes on in the county.

towns are getting bigger. So mainly I was involved to make sure 

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? 

-
ed? 

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? 
runs this ... You got to work with your your fellow members to get 
something done, though, you can’t as an individual, you can’t cover 
doing anything ... unless you all agree on this. 

So ... I couldn’t really do more than what Chuck’s done. So ... 
but I will be asking a lot of questions on what we can do, what we 
can’t do.

-
-

on the animal shelter. 

INTERVIEW - JAY PUCKETT
Why are you running? I think I can add value to the county. 

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? 

-

-

-
-

-
-

INTERVIEW - ANTHONY GARY
Why are you running? -

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? 

-

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? -

-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
ing.

Sometimes they have to be treated based on if we have a huge 

-

-
ed? 

are working with the highway engineers right now ... to try to set 
the ground work. 

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? 
work with their budget. I’m on the Youth Assistance Program board 
... that youth board has, according to the juvenile judge, has re-
duced the referrals to the juvenile court by 30% which is fantastic. 

-

somebody hears something and they take that as ... we’re at it. And, 

And I can say usually by the time we get the end result, we’ve 

C O U N T Y

ANTHONY GARY- R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT I I

ED GADDIE- R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT I I I

JAY PUCKETT- R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT I I

INTERVIEW - ANTHONY GARY

INTERVIEW - JAY PUCKETT

INTERVIEW - ED GADDIE

-

-
ed? 

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? 

-

-

-

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? 

needed.
-

ed? 

-

-

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? 

-

-

-

-

2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE

Spring 2026            The Republican                                                                             Page B-3 

Answers found on back page.

5. Give me _ _ _ _ _ _ _ or give 
me death. This township is go-
ing to sprout a new golf  course 
community soon. 
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INTERVIEW - ERIC WATHEN
Why are you running? I’m running to continue what I’ve been 

doing on council for the past three terms. I’m going to try to make 
Hendricks County an affordable place to live for families, while 

Eric Wathen is a lifelong 
resident of Hendricks Coun-
ty. He graduated from Tri-
West High School and then 
went on to graduate from 
Rose-Hulman Institute of

Technology with a degree 
in Civil Engineering. He and 
his wife, Ann, live in Lizton 
where they raised their four 
boys.

He has 24 years of experi-
ence in corporate civil engineering consulting. He reached the level 

has served both as a County Commissioner and Councilman.
Eric believes in limiting the tax burden on the citizens while pro-

viding quality infrastructure and services for them. Changes are be-
ing made at the State House to the way property and income taxes 
will be set and distributed. The way local government is funded is 
going to drastically change over the next four years. Eric has both 
the private sector experience and local government knowledge to 
help Hendricks County and its residents through this transition.

INTERVIEW - SHAWN VAUGHN
Why are you running?

all levels of government. I really don’t believe anybody should be 

reason I’m running is just because I feel turnover is necessary at all 
levels of government.

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? I think it’s what currently exists in Hendricks County. I think 
right now, our county board spends a lot of time trying to bring in 
things and add new things and do new things. And I think we need 
to spend a lot of time on thinking about what we can do to make the 
lives of current Hendricks County residents better.

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? I have not gotten into the budget at any point 

-
ed? I would want to look at where, speaking of budget, I’d want 
to look at where our money is being spent. I know that besides all 
other avenues of revenue that our county has, every person that 
lives in Hendricks County pays a tax out of their paycheck. What’s 

our Hendricks County money goes.
What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 

Why? I don’t know. 

I don’t really believe so. I 
think there’s some things that have happened that I think if resi-
dents of Hendricks County would have found out about, wouldn’t 
have found out about them, that they would have let them go, like, 
for example, the wind farms. I don’t think there was a whole lot of 
transparency about that. And I think if the residents hadn’t found 
out about them that they probably would have gone through.

I would really want to make sure that we advertise meeting dates, 
encourage people to be there. Do what we could to make sure all 
the residents of Hendricks County know what’s going on. I would 

that’s going on in the board.

INTERVIEW - JERED PETREY
Why are you running? I’ve decided to run on the Democratic 

ticket because I feel that Hendricks County deserves an opportunity 
for everyone to voice their opinion. I feel that transparency and 
accountability need to be looked at a little bit with the Council. It’s 
been seven-zero for quite a while now, and I just felt that this was 
the best time to do that. 

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why?
funds, I’ve been reviewing the council minutes and watching some 
of the videos from the past couple of years. I think that as we grow, 
there are needs to be addressed. 

Preparation for things in the future also need to be addressed. 
We seem to be allocating money after the fact a lot of times at 
the council level. And I think that that’s not really proper tax 
stewardship. Also the local income taxes will be changing very 
soon after the State House has changed the rules for counties and 
how they distribute those funds. So I think that that is something 
that needs a voice that is outside the seven zero majority right 
now.

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? I think the biggest thing that the budget is that 
there obviously seems to be some growth there, but the budget 
tends to need to be re-evaluated almost monthly. 

I think that’s probably the biggest things that I would do to the to 
the budget, is look ahead a little bit.

-
ed? -
ue doing that throughout the campaign, but also become a face, 
someone that they know, that they can trust at the County Council 
level.

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? 
am most interested in as growth continues within Hendricks Coun-

last year, and that is a strong interest of mine.

I think they hide behind 
things. Just a little bit, to be honest, they hide the meetings at 9 a.m. 
on Tuesday. I think that I would try to get that meeting moved to 
evenings that would be easily attendable by those of us that work 
full time. I think that the amount of documents online are a lit-
tle confusing, or the where they are online is a little confusing, 
and they’re not easily attainable, so they’re kind of hidden behind 
spreadsheets and PDFs.

resident and Chief Operating 

County Council District 3. 
He has spent his career man-
aging complex multi-site op-
erations, overseeing budgets, 
leading teams, and building 
accountability systems in the 
healthcare and eyecare indus-
try. Earlier in his career he 
spent over a decade teaching 
Career and Technical Education through broadcasting, connect-
ing students to real workforce skills. He holds an MBA from the 
University of Southern Indiana and a Bachelor of Arts from Butler 
University.

Jered believes government should work for the people, not na-
tional political parties or outside interests. With the county facing 

-
resentative who asks hard questions before problems happen rather 
than after.

Change starts locally, and every voter deserves a real choice.
-

Learn more at jeredpetrey.com.

Chuck Parsons has ded-
icated his career to public 
service, serving 33 years with 
the Hendricks County Sher-

advanced from jailer to dep-
uty and supervisor, spending 
15 years in administration as 

manager, quartermaster, and 
grant coordinator. He cur-
rently serves as Law Enforce-
ment Liaison and Field Coordinator for Superior Court II.

Elected to County Council, representing District 3, by a special 

growth and infrastructure needs, and common sense policies while 
protecting Hendricks County’s quality of life and the values that 
make our community special.

Chuck has made strong commitments to community and youth 
throughout his career, serving 15 years on the Hendricks Coun-
ty Substance Abuse Task Force, 13 years as a mentor with Youth 
Leadership Hendricks County, 12 years on the County Fair Board, 
and nearly 20 years on the Sycamore Services Board of Directors.

Chuck moved to Danville in 1973 with his parents and four 

degree from Ball State University in 1994. He married Tracie in 

INTERVIEW - CHUCK PARSONS
Why are you running? I am actually currently on the council. I 

Brad Whicker. I have spent probably the last 45 to 50 years serving 
my community in one way or another, and this is the way to extend 
it. I did work at the Sheriff’s Department for 33 years. And I still, 
actually still serve the community in various ways, but I’ve done 
other things, but it is really that I want to serve my community, 
and I want to make sure that the citizens of our community get the 

they pay.
What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 

Why? Right now, we have been put in a predicament of resolving 
the property tax issue, the changes that were made by SEA One 

far as making up the gap, the huge gap that has been created by 
that bill. 

going to go back to the way it was. There’s no doubt about that in 
my mind, but I believe that we have to modify what we’re doing, 
and look at the local option income tax to help bridge that gap. It’s 

it’s something we have to do because services have to be provided. 
There are certain things that the government functions, the govern-
ment has to do, and if they don’t have the funding, then they can’t 
do it.

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? I am somewhat familiar with it ... I would have 
to go take a deep dive, to really come out and say a change that can 
be done. I do think that better budget management on the depart-

heads that are hired by the county, maybe need to be a little bit 

-

a lot of funds. It’ll save some but it’ll be an amount that probably is 
going to be a drop in the bucket, if you will.

elected? I’m working with Emergency Management ... I was 
assigned the Emergency Management. I was just recently re-
quested to participate in the the Animal Services board, or an-
imal control board. I don’t remember ... what terms [they] are 

that, because that was something that was ... quite an excite-
ment for our community for several weeks, maybe a couple 
months.

But I really think the main thing we’re going to have to resolve is 
we are going to have to plan ahead for the property tax changes that 
are coming because that by far, is going to have the biggest impact 
on everything that we do in the future, because there’s so much that 
is funded through property taxes.

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? I am on the Emergency Management board. I’m also on the 
Solid Waste board ... I am on the Animal board.

INTERVIEW - CHUCK PARSONS

INTERVIEW - JERED PETREY

INTERVIEW - ERIC WATHEN

INTERVIEW - SHAWN VAUGHN

CHUCK PARSONS - R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT I I I

JERED PETREY - D
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT I I I

SHAWN VAUGHN - R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT IV

ERIC WATHEN - R
HENDRICKS CO. COUNCIL -  DISTRICT IV

I would like to serve on some other boards...there are obvious-
ly six other members on the council, and they all need to serve 
on boards too. So we have to spread it around. So with my back-
ground, I was assigned to most of the ones that had any relevance 
to public safety.

To the best of my knowledge, 
they are. I can’t think of anything that they’re not. If they are, 
they’re not being transparent to me.



Hello! My name is Dar-
lene Rose. I have submitted 
my name for Center Twp 
Trustee.

My husband Michael and 
I have lived in Danville for 
40+ years. While we worked 
full time, we bought, rented 
and sold commercial and 
residential properties in 
Hendricks County.

I have worked as an Ex-
ecutive Assistant for most of my life in global companies; HP 
and GEODIS. I was given a manager title with GEODIS several 
years ago. I plan to retire at the end of this year. I believe my 

leadership skills, along with my friendliness. I have volunteered 
at Family Promise of Hendricks County for the last eight years. 
Last October, I joined the Family Promise Board. I am a member 
of the Town of Danville Host Future Fund. Also, a member of 
the Valparaiso University Women in Leadership Advisory Board 
for the years of 2024-2026.

The reason I decided to run for Center Twp Trustee, I would 
like to serve my community by getting more involved. I believe 

-

Thank you for your time!

INTERVIEW - DARLENE ROSE
Why are you running?  I believe I can help my fellow cit-

-

What would be your first course of action, if elected?  
First choice of action would be just getting to know the job. 
I was lucky enough to talk to Judy White, who has held 
the position for many years, and she gave me information 
on the position, and nothing sticks out in my mind at the 
beginning of it, but would just want to learn the job the 
proper way.

Part of being a trustee entails supporting residents, some-
Oh, there is 

a line. Nothing, nothing unethical, nothing that anybody would 
ever have to question. 

If there was a situation, if it’s right or wrong, I mean, it should 
be black and white, right or wrong, you go with what’s right and 
follow through with that.

your township? What, if anything, needs to change? They’re 
doing a good job, not knowing all the details at this time, not 
sure of any changes that I could make.

What sorts of challenges do you think the township is fac-
ing? -
ny you do more with less.

Åre you familiar with the current budget?  No, I am not.
I 

have volunteered with Family Promise in Hendricks County 
for eight years. I was just accepted to the board last October. 
I volunteer at Sheltering Wings and I am also on the Town of 
Danville Host Future Fund.

What qualifies you for this position? -
al and leadership skills, along with my friendliness. I have 
worked with Family Promise of Hendricks County for the last 
eight years. I now serve on the Family Promise Board as of 
October 2025.  A member of the Town of Danville Host Future 
Fund for the last 2½ years. I am also a member of the Valpara-
iso University Women in Leadership Advisory Board for the 
years of 2024-2026.  My husband and I have brought, rented, 
and sold commercial and residential properties in Hendricks 
County.

INTERVIEW - CHAD MCCOLLUM
Why are you running? I’ve been in Brownsburg for 21 

years now...I like to see Brownsburg grow. It’s kind of been 
stagnant. I think some of our past politicians, I think, of kind of 

some support. And that was kind of a major reasons for doing this. 

course of action is obviously meet the other people that has kind 
of a unique situation being with Brown Township, is they are with 
Lincoln Township, with the executive board and to kind of govern 

or ideas about building another station and some apparatus on the 

The other form of action would be making sure that we’re ac-
cessible. I know the budget shows a very small amount that has 
gone out for poor relief. I want to make sure that we’re reaching 
everybody that’s in that Brown Township area. 

Part of being a trustee entails supporting residents, some-
 I’m working 

with the trustee from Avon, and then I know the trustee in Wayne 

Obviously we want to support them, supported I guess, is a very 
kind of, maybe stiffer [word], I want to be able to help them and not 
necessarily support them. 

living off the system.

your township? What, if anything, needs to change? I think there’s 
some growth that needs to happen, and some ways of their going 
about things, mostly, I think they’re doing a great job. It’s a de-
partment that is trying to grow with the town is growing, and it’s 
kind of exploding out and these guys stay ahead of it, and I want 
to support that.

What sorts of challenges do you think the township is facing?
I think some of the challenges, from what I’m understanding in the 
small amount of research that I’ve been doing with this position 
... challenges ... seem to be with the town board. I know you have 
Lincoln Township and Brown Township, the three together, they 
seem to be a struggle. 

I’m not for sure why, and I’m hoping that it’s just an education, 
a piece that, you know, we can get some good knowledge and good 

C O U N T Y
making sure that the infrastructure is maintained.

I’ve got four boys ... three of them are adults, one in high school, 
and I want them to live here when they grow up.

What area of focus do you think needs the most attention? 
Why? From the council standpoint, the things that we fund out-
side of the normal employees are all pretty good. We’re just get-
ting ready to start another section of the parkway, we’re building 
a highway garage, and I know the commissioners are working 
on updating the animal shelter. I think a thing that could, may-
be could use some more help or work is, I really don’t know. 
I mean...if you drive around other counties, we’re doing pretty 
good here, and I wish there was more housing here, but that’s a 
market based thing.

Are you familiar with the current budget? What changes 
would you make? I wouldn’t make any changes. I think we’ve got 

doing the best we can with the money we have. 
It’s going to change a lot once all the new changes go through 

from the state as far as income taxes and property taxes. There’s 
going to be winners and losers in that. If you live in a town, you’ll 
pay more in income taxes, for sure, because they can have an in-
come tax besides the counties. If you live out in the county, you’ll 
see your income tax go down from what it is today. So that’s where 
we’re at with the budget.

-
ed? Continue to do what I do. I mean, there’s not really anything 
that I would change [from] what we’re doing. It’s going to be to 
continue to study how the changes to our tax code and things in 
legislature this year happen at the State House to make sure that 
we’re making the best of the rules that are voted on by the guys 
downtown.

What boards do you think you could bring the most to? 
Why? I’m on the Communication Center board currently. I’ve 
been on that for a long time, even back when I was a commissioner, 
and it’s a board that I understand pretty well, and the funding of it, 
and that sort of thing.

I’m on ... the 4-H Advisory board. I like serving on those two 
boards. And I’m also on the Indianapolis NPO policy committee 
appointed by the commissioners. I think I do well there. That’s the 
committee that determines how funds are distributed to the coun-
ties and the road infrastructure for Central Indiana.

Would you say the current council is transparent? How 
would you increase transparency? Everything that’s going on 
you’re seeing happen in the meeting. We’re not trying to be not 
transparent. All of our meetings are broadcast on YouTube, and 
what you see is what you get in our meetings. We don’t always 

county happen.

CHAD MCCOLLUM- R
BROWN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

DARLENE ROSE-R
CENTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

Township Trustee: Four-year term. No term 
limits. Responsible for managing local township 
government, primarily focusing on administering 
emergency assistance, maintaining township 

Key duties include managing township funds, 
creating the annual budget, managing cemeteries 
and parks, and providing aid to residents in need.

INTERVIEW - CHAD MCCOLLUM

INTERVIEW - DARLENE ROSE

conversation and work together. It sounds like there’s been a three 
entities kind of working. In my opinion, I think it should be three 
entities working as a one entity, so to work in the town of the needs 

  When 
my kids were younger, we did a lot of the youth sports ... My wife 
and I still currently do go to those games to support the school. 

With the Brownsburg Fire Department being my position where 
I’m at now, we work together, we train together, and all that busi-
ness has helped our community get better.

Hopefully, desire. I’ve 
-

istration of my current Fire Department, and kind of help in here, 

service. And then working kind of with our trustee the last couple 
of years, being in here and seeing how that all runs gives me knowl-
edge to be on that side of it.
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6. If you are a slimy, snake 
like creature, what township 
would sound like a great 
place to live?

Answers found on back page.
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INTERVIEW- ALAN MCKAMEY 
Why are you running? I’m running because I care deeply about 

my community and its future. Liberty Township is facing some 
important decisions, and I believe that local leadership should be 
grounded in service, transparency and a real understanding of the 
people who live here. I spent my life serving this community as 

course of action would be to sit and observe, see what works and 
what doesn’t work.

department, public safety, EMS, which is functioning. At the same 
time you got to work with what’s going on in our community. And 
you know ... the biggest priority right now is to keep an eye on 

-
ing on with the Henke development.

-
Poor relief is 

a part of the Township Trustee’s responsibility, and I think it’s im-
portant to make sure that people don’t lose their home or get their 
power shut off, or anything like that. I don’t believe that everything 
should just be a direct handout.

It’s also something that’s not really promoted that well in my 
community, I don’t know how many people in our community actu-
ally would reach out. I know the food banks are very popular in the 
town of Clayton, so I think a lot of residents just don’t understand 
what’s available to them in that aspect. So yeah, I mean, when it 
comes down to saving your utilities as a temporary measure, you 
know you’re not gonna pay mortgages or anything like that with 
it. But if it keeps somebody in a home temporarily, or keeps them 
alive and severe heat or severe cold, I think it’s important to be able 
to assist families in those needs.

from the trustee, going back in decades, nothing was really ever 
adjusted from the 90s on, so that left, up until a couple years ago, 

There needs to be improvements, but those improvements come 

guess, a false taxing rate as it’s opposed. There was a surplus that 
was passed on to the current trustee from the previous trustee that 

it’s funded out of savings, that doesn’t really show the true effective 
tax rate. So unfortunately, any changes going forward, eventually 
you’re going to see a tax increase to do that. 

When 
you want to look at feeding my community, Heritage Meadows 
Farm LLC, which I’m co-owner with my wife, we raise livestock, 
we raise meat, raise eggs that directly go to anybody in the commu-
nity that would like to purchase from us. 

As a co-leader of the 4-H Poultry Club, I help, along with my 
wife, to teach county youth the responsibilities needed to care for 
livestock.

I’m also ... a president of the Large Black Hog Association, 
which is a national hog registry service. 

The trustee’s role is about 
managing resources, supporting residents in need ... and ensuring 
the essential services are strong and reliable. Through my career in 

budgets, operations and public accountability. As a farmer and a 
business owner with Heritage Meadows Farm LLC, I understand 

-
ership. All that experience translates directly into what a township 
trustee is responsible for.

Hello Liberty Township 
neighbors! I’m Brad Butler, 
and I’m asking for your sup-
port as I seek re-election as 
your Liberty Township Trust-
ee. I’ve had the privilege of 
calling this community home 
for more than three decades, 
and I’ve always tried to give 
back in ways that make a real 
difference for the people who 
live here.

Over the past term, I’ve worked hard to improve public safe-
ty while being responsible with your tax dollars. I partnered with 

emergency services at no cost to township taxpayers, and helped 

surprise expenses. I was also proud to support the placement of 
tornado alert systems throughout the township — small steps that 
help keep our families safer when severe weather strikes.

If re-elected, I’ll continue working with local personnel and 

service for our community. I will also focus on keeping our fa-

I’d like to start out by in-
troducing myself. My name 
is Luanne Reitzel but my 
friends called me Luanne. I 
am a wife, mom, grandma, 
and a follower of Jesus. I love 
my family and my communi-
ty. I have been serving the 
past four years as the Franklin 
Township Trustee and I am 
seeking another four years in 
the election on May 5. 

Our township is small but a wonderful community. One of the 
goals that I have in the next four years is putting in place a book-
mobile. We do not have access in our town to a brick and mortar 
library, so the purpose of this would be to get books in the hands 
of children. I also would like to see a summer meal program devel-
oped to serve the children of Stilesville. When I was growing up 
in rural Morgan County, a bookmobile was one of the highlights 
of my summer. 

Monday through Friday. Thank you -Luanne

INTERVIEW - BILL WRIGHT
Why are you running? For the same reason I ran before. It’s 

actually an important position. People don’t realize how much the 
trustee does.  We’re in charge of poor relief, cemeteries ... proper-

and Danville is growing like crazy.
With the laws that are going to come into effect with the changes 

on the taxes and everything, you’re literally robbing Peter to pay 
Paul ... because we’re going to cut taxes, well, how are you going 
to fund the services? And we’re one of them. 

-
grams, to make sure that the need is met. Sadly, the assistance is 
growing. The need for assistance is growing just along with our 
community. And it’s certainly not going to go down.

course of action is to send out a big thank you ... I still have things 
I want to accomplish. The biggest thing is going to be the funding 

... what the governor is thinking ... or where he is coming from ... 
it’s a moving target. 

-
That’s not nec-

essarily up to me. That’s up to the state. They set the parameters on 

type of things they can get. There’s a lot of other adjunct services 
that I want to bring together and pool.

I feel that we’re very fortunate to have what we 
have ... It is never, in my opinion, been where it should be. I see the 
runs come out. I know ... the number of personnel on duty, and we 
literally are not able to cover it. 

Brownsburg ... come here because we don’t have the manpower 

Guess what tax dollars we have, and what can we do with it? So 
-

tions. But that’s millions and millions of dollars.
-

ing? 
impacts every service that we offer ... we’re just in such a  limbo 
right now. 

What are we going to do for land, for the cemeteries ... I’ve 
sought out what to do if we run out of money. How are we going 
to provide the services? Well, I was told we have to borrow money. 
Well, who wants to loan the money to a government organization 

do we meet this need? And the biggest part is educating the legisla-
tures and our public as to what the need really is.

My wife 
and I do many, many things ... We support numerous not for prof-
its. We never charge them to come in and hold their functions and 

When you help somebody out with no expectation of anything in 
return, it comes back to you.

Municipalities and government really are a business. They’re 
an organization that needs the same thought process, you get X 
amount of dollars in you ... can’t spend more than X amount of dol-
lars, which is incredible that our government never seems to realize 
that. But that’s a whole nother topic.

INTERVIEW - BILL WRIGHT

INTERVIEW - ALAN MCKAMEY

WILLIAM (BILL) WRIGHT - R
CENTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

Center Township Trustee Bill 

years of public safety service 
with two decades of corpo-
rate CEO experience to deliv-
er proven results for his com-

lead, Bill is committed to en-
suring Center Township and 
Danville continue to thrive.

During his tenure, Bill has 
-

contracts, he has streamlined services and saved taxpayers tens of 
thousands of dollars—funds that have been directly reinvested into 
Center Township.

A dedicated educator and public servant, Bill has taught at the 
Law Enforcement Academy, IUPUI, and the Red Cross, and has 
earned numerous local and national awards for bravery and her-
oism.

At his core, Bill is a family man deeply invested in local out-

Together, they love giving back through the historic Royal Theater, 
providing wholesome family entertainment and supporting numer-
ous community organizations.

and unwavering dedication, Bill Wright is ready to continue serv-
ing the citizens of Center Township.

R. LUANNE REITZEL - R
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEEE

BRAD BUTLER - R
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

ALAN MCKAMEY - R
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

Alan McKamey is a life-
-

er, and small business owner 
who calls Liberty Township 
home. He serves as Assistant 
Chief with the Fire Depart-
ment of Liberty Township 
and as a Lieutenant with the 
Pike Township Fire Depart-
ment, bringing more than 
three decades of emergency 
service experience focused 
on accountability, training, and community safety.

Alan owns Heritage Meadows Farm LLC, where he and his 
family raise livestock and stay connected to Hendricks County’s 
agricultural roots. He also mentors youth as a 4-H club leader and 
serves as President of the Large Black Hog Association, helping 
support young farmers and responsible agriculture nationwide. A 
U.S. Navy veteran, he served as an Ocean Systems Technician An-
alyst (OTA2), shaping his commitment to service, teamwork, and 
disciplined leadership.

-
nity involvement, Alan is known for practical problem-solving, 

-
ty Township Trustee to protect local services, support responsible 
growth, and keep township government transparent and responsive 
to residents.

cilities well maintained, assisting those in need with compassion, 
and ensuring that township growth is handled responsibly for future 
generations.

Liberty Township is a special place — and it deserves leader-
ship that listens, works hard, and stays connected to the people who 
live here. I’m honored to serve, and I would be grateful for your 
support. Please vote for Brad Butler for Liberty Township Trustee!

7. What township is no longer 
as plain as it once was? It now 
has a median home price of 
$298,800.

Answers found on back page.
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-
-

-

-

-

-

-

INTERVIEW - BETH HARVEY
Why are you running? 

INTERVIEW - TIMOTHY GRIFFITH
Why are you running? I’ve done it for 26 years, and there’s a 

lot of challenges in Middle Township coming up in the next 5, 6, 7, 
8, years, and it’s going to take someone that knows their stuff to be 
able to handle this and be able to do the right thing for the taxpayer.

We have a lot of business coming in. There is currently a ... fa-
cility being built for manufacturing, and we have five more ware-
houses already scheduled to go in. And on top of that, there’s at 
least four or five race shops ... going in, and there’s many other 
projects that have not quite been approved yet they’re going in. So 
I’m currently working with the town to have the township in the 
position where we have a say, where we can get some benefit for 
the taxpayers to be able to lower taxes in the future.

What would be your first course of action, if elected? The 
first thing I’m going to do is make sure that we are positioning the 
township for the future growth ... to have a plan in place and how 
we’re going to deal with future growth, how we’re going to grow 
the fire department. 

We’re already looking at if this future growth that comes in, 
we are building a second station paid for by the future growth, by 
the TIF district. We’ve already talked to the town council about 
it. None of the future growth, as far as building another station, 
the equipment of that station or the station will be paid for by the 

-

-
-

-
-

-
-
-

C O U N T Y

STEVE PATTERSON - R
LINCOLN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

TIMOTHY GRIFFITH - R
MIDDLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

DANIEL HENDRY- R
CENTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

INTERVIEW - TIMOTHY GRIFFITH

citizens currently living there. That will be paid for 100% by the 
companies coming in. 

Part of being a trustee entails supporting residents, some-
times financially - where will you draw the line? We have guide-
lines that we set that determine what that is before anyone ever 
comes to us. So there is no, well, I’ll do it for you. I won’t do it for 
you. It’s already set in stone. They’re all written. They’re signed by 
the board and my clerk. 

How do you feel about the current state of fire services in 
your township? What, if anything, needs to change? We’re con-
stantly looking, you know, to be able to grow for the needs that are 
presented. So we’re constantly reevaluating what we need, what 
the future growth needs, but we’re not going to do those needs until 
that growth comes in. 

What sorts of challenges do you think the township is facing? 
Growth is our biggest challenge right now.

I wouldn’t say it’s too much, but we got to make sure it’s the 
right growth. And like I said earlier, we need a mix of the popu-
lation.

How are you currently involved in your community? In the 
past, I have served as a volunteer firefighter, and then I became a 
paid firefighter at Brownsburg for several years.

I have a trucking business that I have. I don’t have to work cer-
tain hours so that my hours are focusing on township stuff. I have 
employees that run the business. But yes, I have, I’m a business 
owner in the area as well.

What qualifies you for this position? Years of experience, 26 
years of doing this and knowing all the ins and outs of it.

I wish whoever comes in, and I don’t know my opponent, but 
I know he hasn’t even called me once, and he hasn’t come to one 
meeting. He’s had no interest in it, and then all the sudden, he puts 
himself on the ballot. 

BETH HARVEY - R
CENTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

Township Board Member: Four-year term. 
No term limits. Serve as the legislative branch of 
local government, primarily responsible for 
adopting the annual budget, setting tax rates, 
and approving the Township Trustee’s expen-

contracts, and set salaries for township 
employees.

-

-

INTERVIEW - BETH HARVEY

-

-

-

will you contribute?

-

-

-

-

As a Danville small busi-
ness owner, I understand the 
importance of responsible 
budgeting, strong communi-
ty values, and supporting the 
people who make our town-
ship a great place to live.

For the past 15 years, I 
have also served part-time as 

alongside our community in 
times of need has given me a 

-
ville Fire and the vital role they play in keeping our township safe.

I have also served in leadership roles on several local charity 
-

port families and individuals throughout our community who are 
in need.

Center Township is more than where we live — it’s home.
As a Trustee Board member, my priorities will be:

-
cial hardship or temporary housing needs

• Responsible stewardship and improvement of township prop-
erties

-
cess as a territory

I believe local government should be accessible, transparent, and 

continues moving forward while honoring the values that built our 
community.

2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE

Spring 2026            The Republican                                                                             Page B-7 



INTERVIEW - DANIEL HENDRY
Why are you running? My history, has been with com-

munity service. I’ve always done things such as charity 
events. I’ve ran on multiple boards before for different types of 
charities, and I want to be involved more in this community now 
that I’ve lived here for a year. I’ve always been around Danville, 
but I’ve never had the opportunity to be a part of Danville ... The 
biggest things that are part of my agenda is I want to make what-
ever I can do to help make Danville better. It’s a great town, and I 
want to make sure it stays that way. 

The situation with Center Township is kind of on a pivotal point, 

... I would believe that my end goal is to be associated with what-

So the knowledge of the town and a lot 
of the people that are involved in the town ... I own a company 
that services a lot of the businesses around the town, and then my 

provide with that.
Then as far as the knowledge of the how a board is ran, I’ve got 

a lot of experience on boards before, and want to do what I can to 
help with the Center Township Board.

will you contribute? One of the biggest changes that you’re see-

with some of these bills that are coming through currently, is how 
taxes will be collected and then how those will be distributed with 
the constraints of how much tax money we might get ... We need 
to really focus and pay attention on what aspects that the Center 
Township is in charge of, and making sure that money is distributed 
evenly.

The biggest concerns that I would have is making sure the ceme-
teries are kept up, that some of the parks that we’re in charge of are 
not neglected, and that the people that are in need are taken care of. 

That’s kind of what the board is all about. It is not just 
a one person decision.

the trustee and the other board members to make sure that the right 
decision is made for the town. 

I 

there are matters of question on what the town has has stated, and 
the actions that have been taken.

I’m really 

-
ment is going to struggle on keeping up.

My biggest concern is going to be...to make sure that we have 
the proper response times and the adequate equipment to support 
the growth that this town has, and a lot of the bills that are going 

backing of all of that.

This is an up in the air topic 
because of the bills that are going through. I’ve been going to the 
Center Township meetings for the past six months, just as a resi-
dent, and just sitting in on them, just so I can understand what’s 
happening behind the scenes.

Since I 
own a company that is based out of Danville, I try to do whatever I 
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INTERVIEW- LEROY (LEE) DIERKES
Why are you running? 

-
-

will you contribute? 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

INTERVIEW:  PATSY WYNN
Why are you running?

will you contribute?

-

-

-

PATSY WYNN - R
CENTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

LEROY (LEE) DIERKES - R
GUILFORD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

INTERVIEW - PATSY WYNN

INTERVIEW - DANIEL HENDRY

INTERVIEW - LEROY (LEE) DIERKES

Are there any 

-

INTERVIEW - LAUREL SETSER
Why are you running? I’ve had an interest in the township 

board for many, many years, and I knew the people that served 
-

was asked to consider putting my name in for consideration by the 
caucus. 

The caucus did elect me to serve out the remainder of the posi-
tion that the person had resigned, and that will go through the end 
of 2026 so after serving...I feel like I have something to offer, just 
because of the unique nature of townships.

I think it’s like anything else. When you’re 
on the outside looking in, it’s easy to think you know everything 
about it when you really don’t, however, because I have been at 

interactions with Washington Township, and I knew a lot of their 
duties and how they were set up. 

Now since that time, I’ve come to realize all the townships do 
it slightly differently. So you can’t just assume you know how any 
one township in the state of Indiana does things, but I think be-
cause I had a general knowledge, and because I have a background 

LAUREL SETSER- R
CENTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

INTERVIEW - LAUREL SETSER

through the library federation, I’ve been pretty involved in legisla-
tion and working with local legislators, so I think I’ve got knowl-
edge of things that are very helpful in this role as the township 
board member.

will you contribute? Center Township is going to do nothing but 

-
ship, and I think we’re going to have to be prepared for that change 
and really be proactive and how we approach what the township 
does in services.

The trustee has a very different role than the township 
board does, and I think I’m very aware, but I think the only way 
you want to cooperate and collaborate and communicate. That’s 

totally believe in being transparent. I totally believe in asking ques-
tions. I believe strongly in listening to the answers people give me 
when I ask a question. So I think what I would try my hardest to 

we all thoroughly understand what our roles are and how we’re all 
doing them.

I am 
so new, I have not done a lot of digging. I’m not sure I’m going to 
have to be honest with you. I just started in September, and I do 
think our agendas are posted.

I am very im-

for the open position on the township board. 
I feel like leadership is excellent, that [they’ve] actually got a 

vision for the future, and they’re starting to work toward it.

 That was all worked on prior 

I was so new I didn’t really have any adequate questions to ask. I 
think the two current other board members are excellent, and they 
asked very good questions that helped me understand. But I’m just 
now getting really used to how it’s funded, because it’s very differ-
ent than the way the library is funded.

I think 
I’m on every committee at Danville United Methodist Church that 
you can possibly be on.



Why are you running? 

-

-

-

will you contribute? 

-

-
-

-

-

INTERVIEW- STEVE MONAGHAN
Why are you running?

-

will you contribute? 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

INTERVIEW - MARGARET TRAUNER
Why are you running? Because I’m so unhappy and distressed 

about what’s going on at the state and the national level politically, 
and I’ve never been involved with politics before. I went to a cou-
ple of Democratic council meetings and kind of started looking at 
what I could do. This particular position seemed to be one that I 
can handle.

I’m eighty-three years old, so I can’t do a lot, but I saw a chart at 
one of the meetings where there are so few Democrats that are even 
running for any positions.

I decided we need to start putting names on there and giving 
people one of the problems I’ve had in Indiana for a long time is no 
choices ... so I just decided that this would be my little part to try to 
help give the Hoosiers a choice.

I’m still familiarizing myself with this po-
-

ford Township, and I’ve been involved with a lot of organizations, 
volunteer and employee employment positions that I’ve been able 
to determine some funding for various organizations. I actually 
worked on a federal grant back in the 80s, I think it was, so I have 
experience.

will you contribute? I would say I am content with the manage-

-
fordable. But again, I just, I just don’t think that our citizens should 
have to go and have no choice when they make decisions about our 
future and our government.

Well, that remains to be seen. As I say, I’m just still 
familiarizing myself with what this board does, and I think that 

if there are concerns how the funding is being used, or if there are 
individual concerns. And as far as I’m concerned, discussion and 
resolution are the way to go.

I 
would say so, yes.

I think there’s always room for improvement, but we seem to be 
able to get any information that we need or require, and the various 
boards and councils are available to view online. 

I think they’re 
excellent.

I’m really not familiar with 
that. As I said, you know, it’s just, it’s been a month, maybe, since 
I decided to get involved with this, and so I’m still on a learning 
curve to a great degree.

also with Family Promise and various other things that come 
up.

C O U N T Y
MARGARET TRAUNER- D

GUILFORD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

I was grew up on the west 
side of Indianapolis; have 
been married for 47 years 
with three children, sev-
en grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. I attend-
ed IUPUI and worked in the 

more than 25 years. I retired 
from Stoops Buick in Plain-

Promise of Hendricks County 

INTERVIEW - MARGARET TRAUNER

INTERVIEW - STEVE MONAGHAN

STEVE MONAGHAN - R
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

TED BAGGESEN - D
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

-

-

-
-

-

-

INTERVIEW - MATT MORRIS
Why are you running? 

-

-

will you contribute? 

-

-

Are there 

-

INTERVIEW - MATT MORRIS

INTERVIEW - TED BAGGESEN

-

-
-

MATT MORRIS -  R
GUILFORD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

-

-

-
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I am Mark Tieken and 
I have been a resident of 
Brownsburg and Lincoln 
Township for 36 years. 
My wife, Cindy Tieken, 

12 grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

For 15 years, I have been 
an active participant in the 
GOP party, helping with 
campaigns for Brett Clark for 
Sherrif and the State Senate. I have also been involved in cam-
paigns for Jack Sadler, Todd Young and Luke Messer. 

I am a past GOP precinct committee man, Lincoln Township 
board member and served on the Brownsburg Town Council. I also 
served on the Brownsburg Plan Commission. 

I also actively support Brownsburg athletics and Brownsburg 
schools and am also a sports contributor to The Republican news-
paper since 2025.

As the owner of Tieken and Tieken Construction Inc., I am proud 
that our company has been involved in many home building proj-
ects in Hendricks and surrounding counties since 1997.

I am ready to serve you and would appreciate you vote in the 
Republican primary on Tuesday May 5th. Thank you.

C O U N T Y

MARK TIEKEN - R
LINCOLN TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

Would you say the township is currently transparent? I think 
we do a good job of sharing the information that we have when it’s 
necessary.

They have 
grown tremendously over the last few years. The demand and the 
need has grown, but I also think the level of service and what’s 
been provided has kept up and equaled the growth, if not even 
made it better.

Are you familiar with your township’s budget? Are there any 
changes you think need to be made? We will have some chal-
lenges going forward to continue providing the service that we’ve 
tried to provide over the last couple years. I do know that. 

I think there are an increasing number of demands that go on 
the department. We’ve managed to grow with those demands. But 
I think as demands continue to increase, without something else 
helping to offset that need, there’s only so much you can do at the 
current state.

 I was 
a Mill Creek Optimist Club member for 10 years, coached a little 
league, raised two boys through the school system and also active 
in the Hendricks County Republican Party.

INTERVIEW - VICKI SHORT
Why are you running? I have in the past, helped out in the com-

munity, doing various things incognito, of course, and this seems 
like another way to assist in those features. 

I’ve helped with when we used to have the Clayton Corn Fest 
and things like that. And anytime they need anything, I would 
help.

I have worked in the business world for 

INTERVIEW - VICKI SHORT

VICKI SHORT - R
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

KAREN O’BRIEN - D
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

Vicki Short is a lifelong 
resident of Liberty Township. 
She has volunteered with var-
ious organizations through-
out the years in the township. 
She is a driven administrative 
assistant with over 30 years 
experience. She also holds 
an associate’s degree in ap-
plied science from IUPUI. 
Her hobbies include crafting, 
crocheting, sewing, and en-
joying time with family and friends. 

over 40 years as an administrative assistant, so budgets and things 
like that, I’ve worked with and handled on a day to day basis. So 
those things, I think, and then I’ve been in the same community 
for over 50.

What change do you want to see within the township? How 
will you contribute? Mainly for people to know more and feel 
more that there are other avenues to help them. I mean, they know 
there’s a food pantries and you can go to your church, but if you 
don’t feel comfortable with either one of those, it’s good to know 
that there’s somebody else you can go to to ask for assistance, 
whether it’s physical assistance or just talking and listening or giv-
ing suggestions.

How will you work with your Township Trustee on matters 
He used to be a neighbor, so if he’s still in the position, 

I know him. I have known him ... for 20 years, I think so. And he’s 
pretty talkable, plus he’s the one that asked if I would be interested 
in running.

Would you say the township is currently transparent? Not as 
much as I think it should be, I think. And that may be all townships, 
really, when you think about it, because you go to your schools if 
you have trouble, and you have children in school and churches, 
sometimes you go to town establishments, businesses to ask for 
help if you need it or or they listen and they know if you’re having 

should be able to elaborate a little bit more and have a little more 
hands on.

I know 
we have them. I’ve been out of touch with them for a few years. 
Though my husband used to be on the volunteer part, but I don’t 
know. I feel they probably could be a little more out there with the 
community, a little bit more, and that’s with anything, but especial-
ly for that service.

Are you familiar with your township’s budget? Are there 
any changes you think need to be made? I am not as familiar 
as I should be. I know everyone has a budget. I just don’t know 
all their budgeting. You know, what is required and stuff.

Let’s 
see, I live in the community I’m seen around town daily, usually 
at different establishments. But as far as helping, we don’t have 
the Fall Fest anymore and things like that...Most of my neighbors 
know who I am and that we help out when they need it, so I’m 
available that way.

INTERVIEW- STEVEN BERGSMA
Why are you running? I’ve spent the last couple of years work-

ing in state government. I work in the Indiana State Senate, in the 
General Assembly, and so I’ve learned a lot about the interaction 
working with some members closely who deal with local govern-
ment issues. 

I kind of wanted to have an opportunity to give back to my com-
munity.

 I’ve worked in state government for the 

what needs to be done and what things may or may not be getting 

There’s a bill on the state level that they’re talking about town-
ship mergers, and it was striking to me how many townships are 

budgets and and providing enough public assistance applications, 
and just looking at some of the data there, I think it’s important to 
to be able to ask questions and to have some people with new ex-

to do that.
What change do you want to see within the township? How 

will you contribute? A lot of people don’t really know what their 
township does, or even that they can get assistance, or that the 
township is there to provide sort of a layer of support for a local 
community. And so I think a big thing would be to when you’re out 
interacting in the community, to be able to say, look, the township 
is here the trustee, and this is a whole institution of government to 
serve the people locally more effectively than maybe a county or 
municipality would do. 

INTERVIEW - STEVEN BERGSMA

STEVEN BERGSMA - R
LINCOLN TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

Steven lives in Browns-
burg with his wife and in-
fant daughter. They enjoy 
strolling Arbuckle Acres 
and playing trivia at Books 
& Brews. He has his bach-
elor’s degree from Indiana 
University in South Bend In-
diana. He has enjoyed living 
in Warsaw, Elkhart and now 
Brownsburg. Living in differ-
ent communities has allowed 
him so to see what works best and apply those lessons to the Town-
ship Board position.

Steven is running for township board after gaining years of ex-
perience working in Indiana’s General Assembly. He wants to bring 

Township. Working closely with elected legislators as well as some 

has been an invaluable learning experience, knowing what entities 
like the Department of Local Government Finance need from local 
communities will enable him to provide prudent and sound guid-
ance on the township board. Steven wants to use his experience 
mediating the interactions between state and local government to 
help the people of Brownsburg.

I’m Karen O’Brien, can-
didate for Liberty Township 
Board of Hendricks County, 
and a retired state program 
director.

I was born in Newcastle, 
Indiana, and grew up through 
Richmond Public Schools, 
receiving my BA at Earlham 
College. I am Quaker, one of 
the reasons Hendricks Coun-
ty is so dear to me after 16 
years living in Belleville.

Also, I’m great granddaughter and granddaughter of pioneers 
who farmed in Nebraska, Iowa and Washington State. Therefore 
keeping rural integrity of our Liberty Township is one goal for me.

to pull people together to support a healthy, thriving community.
Fiscal responsibility, using tax payer money to care for health 

community farm markets is my vision for our residents.
Making Liberty Township parks and trails a priority and guiding 

development so we have both growth and rural assets thriving are 
also important.

Please vote for your own in participation in common sense man-
agement and improvement of Liberty Township. 

A change I’d like to see is maybe some more close work with 

How will you work with your Township Trustee on matters 

township residents.
Would you say the township is currently transparent? I don’t 

want to talk a lot about that. I think our township trustee is doing a 
pretty good job. I will say I might look at maybe some updates and 

I went to the township website the other day just to see how it’s 
functioning now. And it was very hard to look at reports and bud-
gets and things of that nature on the township website.

I know that 

far as I know, response times have been pretty good. 
I would say we get a lot of responses from the highways. I don’t 

know if there’s much you can do, because we’re sort of stretching 
resources when we respond on to those calls that aren’t necessarily 
local. 

Are you familiar with your township’s budget? Are there any 
changes you think need to be made? I haven’t reviewed it care-
fully. I think when it comes time to look at those budgets, I’ll go 
through them. I’ve always said I like to go through things line by 
line, look at what’s going on and ask questions if there’s something 
that I don’t understand ... I view this as an opportunity to learn as 
much as it is to provide service. And so I’m not sure I’m ready to 
make a comment on individual budget items right now.

Me and 
my wife go walking in Arbuckle Acres and down to the different 
parks around town. We love to participate in community events, 
like at Books and Brews, we do the trivia nights there quite often.

Candidate profiles that do 
not feature either a bio, 
photo or Q&A interview 
(contested races only) are 
the result of no response or 
the candidate declining to 
furnish requested material.           

8. If you were single and want-
ed to meet other single people, 
which township should you 
probably not move to?

Answers found on back page.



INTERVIEW - CHRIS KESSLAR
Why are you running? I’m running to cut waste out of the 

town’s budget and lower the taxes as a result. Basically the utility 
bills are getting too high, and I think we need to have better man-
agement leading the way.

How will you be a voice for constituents? I am licensed in In-
diana Department environmental management. I do run cities and 
towns, their water infrastructure.  

deep community roots, and I believe that’s why I’m ready to step 
up and run and serve this community.

What role do you think the state government should play at 

After being raised by her 
single mother, Nancy Stinson 
moved to Indiana in 1995 to 
attend Rose-Hulman.  As an 
Engineer, she has been an 
integrator, a consultant, a 
Director, an inspector, and 
a client.  She has interfaced 
with State and Federally 
funded clients and public and 
privately held organizations.  
She has carried over $50M 
annually of construction projects and Federal expenditures.  She 
also obtained her Professional Engineering license and her Mas-
ter’s in Engineering Management. 

Nancy met her husband in college, though friends, they did not 
start dating until 2005. They married in 2011 and their daughter 
was born in 2012.  As a family, they enjoy being outside and board 

moved with her mother to Brownsburg in April 2021.

Ben Lacey is the current 
President of the Browns-
burg Town Council and 
is running for Browns-
burg Town Council Ward 
1. A lifelong resident of 
Brownsburg, Ben is raising 
his family in the communi-
ty he proudly calls home. 
He is a 1995 graduate of 
Brownsburg High School 
and a 1999 graduate of the 
IU Kelley School of Business. Ben is married to Julie Lacey 

-
son.

Ben has been involved in the community for several years. He 

served for six years on the Board of Directors for the Hendricks 
County Recycling District, including four years as treasurer. Ben is 
currently in his sixth year on the Town Council.

Professionally, Ben is a Director of Global Supply Chain Func-
tional Excellence at Allison Transmission, where his career spans 
more than 26 years.

Ben believes in balance between government and citizens, 

responders, supporting parks and community events, and invest-
ing in infrastructure to serve both current residents and future 
growth.

Steve Eisenbarth is a long-
time Avon resident, transpor-
tation and infrastructure pro-
fessional, as well as a former 
Town Council member who 
is seeking to return to service 
with a steady and practical 
approach. He and his wife 
have been married 43 years 
and have called Avon home 
for more than two decades.

Steve previously served 
two terms on the Avon Town Council from 2016 to 2023, following 
11 years on the Plan Commission and service on the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals. During a period of rapid growth, he worked closely 
with town staff, business leaders, and community partners to help 
guide thoughtful development and long-term planning.

In his professional career with HNTB in Indiana, Steve leads 

-
out and audit controls for INDOT’s ITS portion of the I-69 Finish 
Line project. That experience shapes his belief that good planning, 
careful

budgeting, and accountability matter at every level of govern-
ment.

If elected, Steve’s priorities include improving infrastructure 
connectivity, attracting high-paying jobs along key corridors, 
strengthening coordination with Avon Schools, and ensuring parks 

Check out his vision at SteveForAvon.com

Dawn Lowden is a ded-
icated public servant and 
current member of the Avon 
Town Council, known for her 
steady leadership and com-
mitment to strengthening the 
community she calls home.

Dawn has lived in Hen-
dricks County since 1990 
and moved to Avon in 2008.   
She has one son, currently 
deployed,  who serves in the 
U.S. Navy and a Golden Doodle,  Milo. 

-
hood initiatives and volunteer work, where she developed a reputa-
tion for listening closely, asking thoughtful questions, and working 
collaboratively to solve problems. Her service on the Town Council 
has focused on practical, community-driven priorities—supporting 

C O U N T Y

DAWN LOWDEN - R
AVON TOWN COUNCIL

STEVE EISENBARTH - R
AVON TOWN COUNCIL

CHRISTOPHER KEESLAR - R
BROWNSBURG TOWN COUNCIL

BEN LACEY - R
BROWNSBURG TOWN COUNCIL

NANCY STINSON - D
BROWNSBURG TOWN COUNCIL

Chris Keeslar is running 
for Town Council in Browns-
burg, with 27 years of experi-
ence in the water and waste-
water industry, protecting 
public health, maintaining 
the infrastructure our com-
munity depends on every day, 
cutting waste out of the town 
budget, and lowering taxes as 
a result.

He’s the owner of C & G 
Environment and is licensed through the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management. His career has been built on account-
ability, responsiblen planning, and making sure essential systems 

Chris has been married for 30 years and is the proud fa-
ther of three children and two grandchildren, Also United 
States Army Veteran. Brownsburg isn’t just where he works 
–it’s home. He understands the importance of protecting 
the town’s character while planning responsibly for future 
growth.

He is running to cut property taxes, lower utility bills, promote 
responsible land use, and to ensure smart and sustainable infra-
structure planning

Chris believes Town Council should focus on practical solu-

of real-world experience and deep community roots, he is ready 
to serve Brownsburg with steady leadership and common-sense 
decision making.

INTERVIEW - CHRIS KEESLAR

Doug is an Avon graduate 
who attended Purdue Univer-
sity receiving a BS in Civil 
Engineering. He and his wife 
April have been married for 
over 35 years and have two 
adult children. Doug served 
on the Washington Township 
Board for 8 years. While in 

with no tax increases. A major township achievement was setting 
up the Avon Fire Department for added success and growth with 

they can stay response ready. The Avon Fire Department is well 
prepared for the rapid growth that our town continues to see.

Doug was able to expand the township parks in Avon with the 
development and construction of Pecar Park and the world class 
Murphy Aquatic Park. Murphy Aquatic Park, with its unique wave 
pool and all-inclusive playground is built to provide all the citizens 
of Avon and Washington Township recreation like nowhere else in 
Indiana.

As an executive with the state’s largest privately held property 
management company, Doug is well suited to serve Avon in these 
growing times.

STAN ALBAUGH - D
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMBER

DOUG ELMORE - R
AVON TOWN COUNCIL

I am a retired U.S. Air 
Force Colonel with over 30 
years active-duty service 
with a Master’s Degree in 
Business Management. I 
have been married to Brenda 
Wolven for 44 years; we have 

grandchildren. We have been 
residents of Hendricks Coun-
ty for 18 years.

I enlisted in the USAF af-
ter high school, earned my bachelor’s degree, and was commis-

multiple worldwide deployments. Throughout my 30 years of ser-
vice, I managed multiple organizations with multi-million-dollar 
budgets and multi-billion-dollar capital assets. After retiring from 
the USAF, I was hired by the U.S. Department of State and served 
two years in Iraq, where I directed a multi-agency team effort to 
restore local government capabilities.

I am currently serving on the Hendricks County Property Tax 
Assessment Board of Appeals.

www.unifyavon.com
www.stan4avon.com

Town Council: Four-year term. No term limits. 
Indiana Town Councils serve as both the 
legislative and executive governing body, 
responsible for passing ordinances, adopting the 
annual budget, setting personnel policies, and 
managing town affairs, property, and services 
under IC 36-5-2. They operate by majority vote 

managers and police chiefs.

responsible growth, improving local infrastructure, and ensuring 
that Avon remains a safe, welcoming place for families and busi-
nesses.

Dawn brings a background in real estate, community engage-
ment and a passion for public service that guides her approach to 

-

Avon residents. Whether meeting with local organizations, attend-
ing town events, or responding to constituent concerns, she strives 
to be accessible and responsive.

As a primary election candidate, Dawn is committed to con-
tinuing her work to strengthen Avon’s future. She aims to build 
on the progress already underway while championing thoughtful, 
long-term planning that supports the town’s growth and preserves 
its character.

the local level? I believe the state government the role that they 
should be playing is they’re there as a kind of a helping hand, so 
to speak. You know, they do have the funds to help local, cities 
and towns, so to speak, and they should be available for grants and 
other things when, when the towns ask, and I believe every town or 
city should be out there applying for grants and other opportunities 
that other cities have. 

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? I see Brownsburg is growing very quickly, and like I said, I 
My decision is based on infrastructure, you know, and water waste-
water plants. And so I see that as a valuable tool, because if you 
look at every water meter in a town, that’s a miniature cash register, 
and we need to use those funds that the ratepayers are using to, you 
know, expand our infrastructure.

Right now, the town doesn’t feel that a strong infrastructure is 
the way to go. And so right now the town’s losing money with all 
this development going along the new road ... Ronald Reagan. 

Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? I don’t know her per-
sonally. I guess that would be if I did win something, I would love 
to sit down and talk with the town manager and other department 
heads and come up with a game plan of where they see the town 
going, where they see their weaknesses. And you know, working 
together to bring Brownsburg back to a strong, vibrant town.

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have? I guess mine would be, because I live in town, the property 
taxes in our utility bills are growing unbelievable, and I believe 

pay off our, the town’s bonds and lower the property taxes with our 
lower utility bills.

What are your thoughts on data centers? 
water, wastewater, and looking at the data I I know that that is a 
concern for people of how much water that they need to to run 
a data center, and that’s and that’s very troubling, troubling. But 
on the other hand, you know, I believe a data center is a, possibly 
a good thing now, for the tech purposes, it doesn’t bring in any 
money. 

I think local government is giving these data centers. Some of 
them are 50 year basically ... tax free. And that’s not right either, 
but the jobs maybe, maybe 10 new jobs there. There’s not a lot of 
jobs that come with that. So I would be opposed, because our in-
frastructure, our water that they need or require, would take away 
from small towns and cities.

How are you currently involved in your community? I actual-
ly attend a lot of meetings, town meetings and advisory meetings, 
and I put my input with them and the town council, three of the 
guys know me, because I was on the the zoning board, and they do 
listen to me when I get up and I and I voice my opinion of of situ-
ations that the town brings up, and they listen to me, because they 
know that I do have a lot of world experience.
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INTERVIEW - NANCY STINSON
Why are you running? I have been involved in the Browns-

burg Town Council as a spectator, sometimes community 
speaker for a little over a year. I got involved with the Hendricks 
County Democrats in early 2024 and things, some construction 
projects were going on in Brownsburg, and in the fall of ‘25...
another member of the Hendricks County Democrats, suggested 
that I run for Town Council. Now, I was already toying with 
the idea of running for something active, but small, so not state 
legislature.

How will you be a voice for constituents? I am currently a 
precinct chairperson. I enjoy being out in my community and 
knocking on doors and talking with people on the phone and 
having conversations randomly at grocery stores and communi-
ty events. So there’s that we have a lot space on the north edges 
of Brownsburg, north of I-74 and I plan very much if I’m on the 
town council, to interface with those unincorporated neighbors, 
to hear their voices and protect their property rights.

What role do you think the state government should play 
at the local level? I believe that the state should enact strict-
er building codes...International Building Code and ASHRAE 
2009 and if you look at ASHRAE, 2013 and 2019 those, there is 
30% energy savings between buildings that follow any type of 
building that follows 2009 versus 2019, 30% and yet our state 
still sits on 2009 building codes for commercial buildings. 

However, as commercial businesses grow and build build-
ings, and Amazon and FedEx and this transportation company 
and that one come in and build a new building, they’re literally 
letting money slip through all the cracks in their building, and 
that affects everyone’s energy prices and energy bills, and that 
is something that the state can mitigate, and they choose to not.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, 
if any? I think that we can and should have a better balance 
between maintaining the large lot communities along county 
roads, and I think we can and should have better and more af-
fordable housing. 

Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? I interface with 
Deb. Just a little bit. Yes, she’s at the town council meetings.

I have, in my opinion, a great relationship with Shawn Pabst. 
He is the Deputy Town Manager when I was at Duke Energy. 

slightly then.
What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 

have? I believe that it is the way that the community is grow-
ing, that we are growing by leaps and bounds without having 
enough community input, we’re not listening to the communi-

bring to the table is more of that, especially in our the edges 
of our town. 

I think the other thing that so many people are feeling is af-
fordability...we can specify in our ordinances that our commercial 
buildings need to be built and or at times, renovated to current IBC 
standards, international building codes, and that would save the 
industries and the commercial businesses a great deal of money. 

What are your thoughts on data centers? I am not pro of 
having data centers, I think that they, yes, they bring in jobs, and 
then a year later, all those jobs trickle away off to the New con-
struction site. Data centers are unmanned facilities. They can be 

They’re huge water hogs. They’re huge energy hogs. And 
then, what was I saying they’re built to old building codes, and 
all of that energy use will affect our pocketbooks.

How are you currently involved in your community? I am 
also on the Brownsburg Board of Zoning Appeals. I volunteer 
at my daughter’s school sports events, and as well with Browns-
burg volunteer events in the community such as Weed Wrangles 
and Parks Department Days. I mentioned earlier, I attend and 
speak as a community observer at some of the town council 
meetings.
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INTERVIEW - RANDY PRICE
Why are you running? [I] grew up in this community, saw it 

boy here in the community...And so being able to give back and 
help control and be part of the growth in the community and help 
contribute to the town that I grew up in is special to me.

How will you be a voice for constituents? I would hope that, 
obviously, the growth and stuff is pushing this direction, obviously, 
as Indianapolis and everything ... continues to come out west. So 
we need to contain that growth, or at least control how it happens, 
so that it doesn’t happen rapidly. 

I try to listen to the constituents that reach out and call and 
communicate with them to understand their wants, their needs, 

them, right? And that’s the point so but we also have to make 
some smart decisions on the town, the community, what is re-
quired there, what needs to be done so that the town can contin-
ue to grow and prosper and still not lose that small town look 
and feel.

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? There’s some interesting things happening at the 
state level now that are going to impact some of the small town 
communities with some of the bills that they’re passing. And so 
that’s a big concern for the small towns such as ourselves, and 

created. So it creates some challenges for us, but there’s certainly 
a place for both in this, and we certainly have to abide and work 
together as a team to make sure that for the betterment of the 
community.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? We’re bringing more industry into town...As farmers start to 
basically decide they don’t want to farm the farmland anymore, 
they’re annexing, or asking the town to pick up that property and 
annex that into the town for future development work. So that’s 
going to be big for Pittsboro. We just have to do it correct with 
the right types of potential manufacturers or distributions and those 
kinds of things.

Are you familiar with the current town manager? Do you see 
the two of you working well together? I think that the town of 
Pittsboro is blessed with the current town manager. I have seen this 
individual do things that have gone above and beyond countless 
times...simply make a phone call to him, and those conditions, or 
whatever has been brought up is simply taken care of.

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have? I think that they’re concerned that we are going to grow too 
fast. I know there’s been some concerns about the data center at one 
point in time, and they were thinking that was coming, so that was 
a big contention point. 

A lot of people have bought houses out in this area to just have 
that small town look and feel and they’re worried that that’s going 
to change, and they’re worried about the growth happening way 
too fast. 

What are your thoughts on data centers? From a tech side 
of things, I understand them as I live in the tech world every day 
in my regular job. So the AI side of things are something that we 
have to embrace, to have AI and the stuff that we’re using day 
to day, it requires data centers to be able to do that. So there is a 
need and a want for that. I think that the data centers have to be 
built properly.

How are you currently involved in your community?
I’m involved in the 7-1 Freedom Celebration. I’m actually the 

give back to the community in that aspect with the parks depart-
ment, try to help with them where I can in any of those types of 
involvements.

Randy Price is a lifelong 
Hoosier, business leader, 
and current member of the 
Pittsboro Town Council, 
where he has served since 
2020. First elected in 2020 
and re-elected in 2022, 
Randy brings a practical, 
results-driven approach to 
local government, focusing 
on responsible growth, in-
frastructure, and sound town 
operations.

Outside of public service, Randy is the President of PLS Pros, 
LLC, based in Greenwood, Indiana. He has more than three de-
cades of executive leadership experience across manufacturing, 
engineering, operations, and business development, including se-
nior leadership roles at national and international companies. His 
background includes overseeing large teams, managing complex 

long-term sustainability.
On the Town Council, Randy has been involved in decisions re-

lated to land use, zoning, infrastructure improvements, sanitation 
planning, and employee policy updates. He is also active in the 
community, supporting local initiatives such as the 7-1 Foundation 
and Pittsboro’s annual Freedom Celebration.

-
ity, and preserving Pittsboro’s small-town values while planning 
wisely for the future.

I have been in my position 
as Clerk Treasurer for the 
Town of North Salem since 
January 1, 2011. My husband 
and I have lived in North Sa-
lem for over 30 years. I grew 
up in Pittsboro and we met in 
high school at Tri-West hav-
ing both graduated in 1980. 
We have a son, Chas (Alis-
sa) and a daughter, Chloee 
(Daniel) and they also live 
in North Salem with their families. We have seven grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren....so far. I am very proud to serve my 
community in this capacity.

BETH RUSSELL - R
CLERK/TREASURER NORTH SALEM

WILLIAM (BILL) MAJESKE - R
PITTSBORO TOWN COUNCIL - AT LARGE

RANDALL (RANDY) PRICE- R
PITTSBORO TOWN COUNCIL - AT LARGE

INTERVIEW - BILL MAJESKE

INTERVIEW - RANDY PRICE

Town Clerk: Four-year term. No term limits. In 
Indiana, the elected town clerk-treasurer is the 

-

town council meetings. They are crucial for legal 

Why are you running? I’m running because I like being on the 
town council. I like taking care of the town. We got some projects 
going on now that I’m involved in. And I just, I want to continue 
with continuity, as far as the town council goes for the next, for the 
next four years, to get these things taken care of. And I just enjoy 
what I’m doing.

How will you be a voice for constituents? I’m an at large mem-
ber, so I consider the whole town as my constituents ... just to do 
the best job I can and to make the best decisions based on all the 
information we get from developers, from from the citizens, and 
then just telling, letting the citizens know what’s true.

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? The state should be involved, I’m assuming, as an 
overall umbrella ... over the 92 counties and ... overall municipality, 
stuff that integrates with the state.

As far as actually running the locality ... I think the state should 
allow township trustees, I think they should allow town councils, I 
think they should allow commissioners ... I think they should allow 
more latitude as far as all those people, all those entities running 
the towns, simply because they know the towns better than the state 
does.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? We’ve had a bunch of housing developments in the past, over 

commercial development. Which we are in the process of of getting 
north of I-74 because commercial development would increase our 
tax base. So I would say right off the bat, commercial development 
is what we need as far as new stuff coming into the town.

Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? Oh yeah, Jason Love. 
Yeah, our town manager. He’s great to work with. Perfect.

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have? Well, I think a lot of town residents, and here I’m spitballing 
off of a lot of social media, we hear and we see, town residents real-
ly don’t have any objection to growth, but they seem very particular 
in what they want.

For the most part, residents that  attend our meetings and are 
involved as far as calling the town hall and asking questions, or 
calling the the our Town Manager and asking questions, or calling 
any of us and asking questions makes them more informed. And 
it’s those people that are more in favor of growth than people that 
you don’t hear from other than on social media and through the 
grapevine, so to speak.

We encourage people to attend our town council meetings ... 
they’re always open to the public.

What are your thoughts on data centers? Data centers them-
selves, I don’t think are the big problem. The biggest problem is de-
velopers of the data centers aren’t as transparent as they should be.

The biggest problem with the data center is ... they don’t get the 
word out, and they don’t get the facts out to all the people. In oth-
er words, you never have enough people that attend town council 
meetings.

The biggest thing is here again, back to what I said earlier, peo-
ple don’t bother to, when they hear something like, oh, okay, a data 

come to the town council meeting, and then secondly, they don’t 

so to speak, any factual information.
How are you currently involved in your community? Basical-

council, I should say I do attend a lot of plan commission meetings 
and other meetings of other boards just to get a feel of what they’re 
going to be sending us to approve or disapprove or accept or not 
accept.

Nancy became active in her local political party and then applied 
for a position in the Town’s Boards and Commissions.  She has 
served as a poll worker and is on the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

Nancy is passionate about the “Why” behind situations, sustain-
ability, and affordable living.  She believes education and conver-
sation will save the world.

She would be honored if you voted for her for Brownsburg Town 
Council – Ward 5.

INTERVIEW - NANCY STINSON

9. If pottery were a township, 
what would be its name?

Answers found on back page.



My name is Ryan Basham, 

Town Council, District 2. My 
family and I have proudly 

past 16 years. This is where 
I started my business, where 
we’ve raised our children, 
and where we’ve built last-
ing relationships. We’re ac-
tive in our church and deeply 
involved in the community. 
Much of what I do happens behind the scenes — mentoring others, 
investing in personal development, and supporting outreach efforts 

isn’t just where we live — it’s the place we love and are proud to 
call home.

I’m running because I believe my leadership experience and 
business background can serve our town well. I care deeply about 
trust, accountability, transparency, and integrity in local govern-

-
en leadership that listens well, communicates clearly, and makes 

elected, you can expect a strong leader who is also a great listener 

while embracing responsible growth and positive change.

INTERVIEW - RYAN BASHAM
Why are you running? I’m running because I want to make a 

difference in my community, a positive difference in my commu-
nity.

How will you be a voice for constituents? I’d be a voice at our 
meetings, I mean, at the town council meetings. I’m not really sure 
what my role will be if elected, so obviously, I’ll be at a lot of the 
community events. I’ll have a free, open line via email, phone call, 
whatever the people can talk directly to me. Obviously, I would 
save all that and keep it towards the meetings. You can’t really 

acorns, so to speak, and bring them to the meeting and make sure 
their voices are heard. I can’t imagine everybody’s gonna get heard 
all the time. It’s just the reality of that is probably impossible, but, 
I mean, we’ll do our best.

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? It’s the barometer of where we’re at. I don’t think 
it should take over like what the actual town is doing. Each town 
is doing, however, I think we all have to have a basis, if you will, 
for legislation.

On ... the state level. I would like to keep like, I know this seems 
trite, but like, weather, all that stuff, a little more balanced. I feel 
like, I mean, like snow and like schools, stuff like that, delays. I feel 
like that was, I feel like that could be more mainstream instead of 
per town, if you will.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? We need more transparency and more bold leadership in the 
town. I feel like we’re just getting a lot of you know, blanket an-
swers.

I just want to have a positive impact, transparent, leadership and 
growth for the entire community, not just, you know, one part of it. 

makes sense.
Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 

see the two of you working well together? I know him, and yes, I 
do see ourselves working well together. 

I appreciate the visions and the leadership that the town, the town 
manager has. I know there’s a lot, lot to handle, but with my back-
ground, I feel like I can add a lot of value to to that team.

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have?

I feel like a lot of the town people aren’t heard, and the priorities 
aren’t always matching what the needs are. If that makes sense ... 
for example, like they did a huge sidewalk expansion last year, and 
I thought that was kind of cool, because I know the whole town was 
wanting it. I felt like that was a good collaboration of everybody 
involved. That’s one little silly example. But I just feel like if ev-

INTERVIEW - LANCE ANGLE
Why are you running? I had great parents who showed me at 

a very early age what it looked like to serve. I followed in their ex-
ample and want to continue serving my town and community. Ad-
ditionally, there are so many projects and initiatives that I’ve been 

really like to continue my service and see those through to fruition.
How will you be a voice for constituents? There’s multiple 

ways to be able to present feedback that I receive from constituents. 
One, well, there’s actually a couple. One that I’m really proud of 
is in 2025 we established a resident survey that was published. We 
had a very large amount of responses, and that provided very spe-

would like to see.
One they really would like for the council and town staff to focus 

resources and capital on existing assets within the town.

and extension as a liaison is going to be able to directly affect those 
priorities that the residents have given us.

What role do you think the state government should play 
at the local level? Minimal. I think that local municipalities have 
more information about what our community needs, so I really 
would like to have more control at the local level than I would at 
the state or federal.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 

After moving to Plain-

in 2005 with his wife of 33 
years, Cheryl, and his two 
sons, Alex and Logan, Lance 
quickly became active in 

been a member of the Plain-

since 2005 and was elected 

County Tourism Commission and is a 2013 graduate of Leadership 

Real Estate Development for more than 30 years, and his fami-

goals for the Town are to preserve and enhance the quality of life 

-
ing your vote for re-election in 2026.

INTERVIEW - LINDA THOMPSON
Why are you running?  I’m really getting tired of these tax 

abatements and tifs in Pittsboro and really in the county and In-
diana in general, because they really hurt the residential taxpayer.

We have to make up that loss, because the property is continu-

C O U N T Y

INTERVIEW - JAY THOMPSON
Why are you running? I’d like to get back on to help represent 

the citizens again after I lost election two years ago. Probably at 
least a half dozen people saw me out on the street as we walked 
through the neighborhoods, or I’d ride through the neighborhoods 
and said, ‘I wish you were back on the board.’

not sworn in by the clerk of the court like they’re supposed to be 
legally. And people apparently got upset that I found this out. 

How will you be a voice for constituents? I even put up my 
own website when I was the ward one representative, and I would 
send out an email probably about once a week about information 

what their options are, and I tell them in my emails, let me know 
how you want me to vote on this. 

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? In a way, there’s some things I need to clear up, 
like the nepotism thing. There’s no penalty ... Technically, when we 
voted for an ordinance to change us from a caucus to that, we did 
it in December of 2021, it had to be into the Government Center 

a law, but there’s no penalty for it. 
-

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? I don’t know that we need developed that much. Everybody 
I’ve talked to said we moved here from Brownsburg because it got 
too big. We like a small town. When Dan Keers wanted to put the 
apartments in, nobody in that area wanted it.

Are you familiar with the current town manager? Do you see 
the two of you working well together? Jason’s got an extensive 
background in construction and project management, that kind of 

we’re going to build a new police station, a new town hall, and 
we’ve had some pretty horrendous price quotes from construction 
management companies. 

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have? I think the biggest concern most of my neighbors have is 
the fact that our property taxes have skyrocketed in the last four 

I would think that we would quit doing property tax abatements 
as new construction comes in, let them start paying right away so 
they can help. I mean, our infrastructure is a little behind as far as 
water, our sewer treatment plants only rated at 1.2 million gallons. 
We’re in the process of doing an expansion, but it’s been talked 
about and going on slowly for probably four years now, and at 
some point we may have to tell people we can’t handle any more 
growth in town because we can’t handle your sewage. 

What are your thoughts on data centers? I don’t like them in 
community areas where people go out and buy a farm.

I understand from a farmer standpoint, where, yeah, maybe 
I’m going to get $6 million selling this acreage, versus busting 

maybe in some areas where, if it’s further out, you know, the 
one that they’re talking about in Pittsboro, and I think it’s kind 
of planned.

How are you currently involved in your community? Right 
now in Pittsboro, I still get out and walk through the neighborhoods 

I’m usually out two or three times a week engaging with people.

LINDA THOMPSON - R
PITTSBORO TOWN COUNCIL - AT LARGE

LANCE ANGLE - R
PLAINFIELD TOWN COUNCIL -  WARD 2
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INTERVIEW - JAY THOMPSON

INTERVIEW - LANCE ANGLE

INTERVIEW - RYAN BASHAM

INTERVIEW - LINDA THOMPSON

to join a police dept. I served as a reserve deputy but due to a spinal 
defect could not pass the physical to join a department.

I moved back home when I started working with the Indy car 
racing teams, providing service for their 2-way radio systems.

and special security events. I’ve been blessed with helping disaster 
and Covid victims from Long Island to Guam.

I volunteer with our county’s medical reserve corp and ham radio 
emergency support group. I served Pittsboro taxpayers from 2020-
2023 as their ward 1 rep and want to help again.

your general tax fund burden and got us out of being sued by 

currently president of Thompson Communications.
My most important job is praying to and through our Lord Je-

County Guide-Gazette. After that, I was a residential appraiser.

I really enjoy talking to people. If elected, I want my constituents 
to reach out to me to share their concerns and encourage them to 
attend council meetings to voice their issues. My husband and I 
walk a lot, so stop us and let’s talk. I hope residents would vote 
for me based on my knowledge of local government. I have been 
attending town council, plan commission and police commission 
meetings since 2015.

any? I really, once again, go back to the resident survey that clearly 
stated, the priority should be to continue to develop existing assets. 

-
ally see the town needing, and we continue to administer the down-

development with road infrastructure, intersections, pedestrian 
safety that needs to continue in the future.

Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? Andrew Klinger is 

thoughtful about the future and long term planning while building a 

Andrew. And we work really, really close together.
What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 

have? Based upon the feedback received from the survey, continu-
ing to invest in existing assets, expanding trails and park systems. 
I think above and beyond that, communication is a big concern. 
There are so many different ways that folks receive information 
now, whether it be social media or newsprint or direct mailers that 
come in the utility bills, I think identifying and implementing the 
best and highest approach to get ... clear, consistent communication 
out to the residents.

What are your thoughts on data centers? I think data centers 
have their place. We all use data every single day, so there is a need 
for data centers. I think it needs to be thoughtful, the size, the lo-
cation, the resources they use. Who is paying for those data center 

How are you currently involved in your community? I’ve 

family moved here in ‘05. I currently serve on the advisory coun-

County for a number of years, and served there for quite a while. 

on the Redevelopment Commission for the town, and I also serve 

they’re paying taxes, but it goes to the tif district  but still, that levy 
that should be going to the towns, the schools and all the other in 
the county, we have to make up for that loss. And same way with 
abatements, there’s no free ride. I mean, even though the businesses 
aren’t paying the residential taxpayer and the other taxpayers, have 
to make up for that. 

How will you be a voice for constituents? The town gives 

husband, and I, we are walkers, and we go out, we talk to people. 
We’re just very talkative people. 

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? They push the tax burden down at the local level 
by giving the local government a chance to put referendums on the 
ballot. They give them a chance to raise the tax levy appeal, and I 
understand that too, but they’re not lowering property taxes. 

I don’t think they should be allowed to raise have an excess levy 
appeal. You got to live within your budget. Pittsboro has done that, 
and it’s just it’s wrong.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? I’m not against development. I’m against the tax incentives 
that they give because they don’t give residential developers tax 
abatements. They don’t give them tifs. They require them to put in 
all the roads. 

But then ... if you’re a business, it’s like, oh my goodness, you 
can’t pay for the roads. You can’t do that and all that. I’m just asking 

that residentials pay 1%, 2% for income, rental, and 3% for business, 
industrial. Those are the laws. And I’m just saying, then the state 
legislature comes around and says, gives all these exemptions. But 
it really hurts. I think it really hurts the residential people the most.

Are you familiar with the current town manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? Oh, Jason Love, he’s 
a good guy ... I’ve known him. I mean, I’ve been going to Pitts-
boro Town Council meeting since 2015 with my husband again. I 
covered them back in the 90s, when, when I was a news reporter 
and that.

What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 
have? I would think, I would think it probably would have to be 
really property taxes.

What are your thoughts on data centers? I’m not really sure. I 
mean, they take a lot of resources, water, electricity, but then also, 
too, I know this other guy who is, he works in construction of data 
centers and talking about new technology and that, I mean, they’re 
coming, that’s for sure.

People have the right to sell the property to who they want to and 
who they don’t want to. I mean, it’s an arm’s length transaction, 
and you don’t want to infringe on people’s right to sell the property. 

How are you currently involved in your community? I go to 
the meetings. And I, like I said, I get out and talk to neighbors and 

2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE2026 PRIMARY ELECTION GUIDE

Spring 2026            The Republican                                                                           Page B-13 



INTERVIEW - TOM KINGSEED
Why are you running? I’m running for re-election because 

I just care deeply about the long term health of our community. 
Like over the last term, I’ve learned a lot about how decisions 
today affect families and businesses and taxpayers years down 
the road, and I just want to continue bringing a practical and 
thoughtful voice to the council - just one that listens and asks 
questions and keeps Plainfield moving in the right direction.

How will you be a voice for constituents? During my time in 
this position, already, I’ve had many emails and coffees with resi-
dents in the community because I want to make sure that everybody 
is heard. I want everybody to know that I listen, so you don’t have 
to agree with someone to respect their perspective, even when I 
ultimately vote a different way.

I want residents to know that they were heard and that their con-
cerns were considered honestly.

What role do you think the state government should play 
at the local level? We have to collaborate together. It’s a delicate 
balance, and we have to work together, listen and come up with 
an agreement that benefits both the state as well as the commu-
nity,

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? A lot of the development people want, like new housing and 
jobs and amenities, right? But they also want safe roads and strong 
neighborhoods, and a town that keeps its character. So balancing 
those priorities responsibly, I think, is very crucial.

Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 
see the two of you working well together? I think communicat-
ing with Andrew [Klinger] is very easy. He makes himself readily 
available. He’s available at all the town council meetings, or most 
of them, and he’s very thorough and very knowledgeable about ev-
erything going on in the town. So I think great conversation is had.

What are your thoughts on data centers? The data center that 
is proposed at the moment goes through the planning commission. 
The Planning Commission makes the decision of whether or not 
that comes in the community, the town council would only have 
input if it was for rezoning, or if there was a financial ask, it’s cur-
rently zoned for data centers, so it won’t come to us for that, but it 
could come to us if there was some sort of financial ask.

But again, growth has to be done...responsibly, and there has to 
be a balance.

I know a lot of people have concerns about the data centers, and 
I believe at the last town council meeting, our town manager ad-
dressed every single one of those very clearly, very well, and so 
I appreciate anyone that has come and talked at our town council 
meetings already about the data centers, because their input is im-
portant, and I want to make sure that they all know that they are 
listened to and are definitely heard.

INTERVIEW - CLAY CHAFIN
Why are you running? For 13 years,I had the privilege of serv-

that Mr. Kirchoff, retired from, came open this year for election, I 

How will you be a voice for constituents? 

thoughtful development should strengthen neighborhoods, support 

great place to live.
-

cal, common-sense approach to decision-making. He values trans-
parency, collaboration, and listening to residents to ensure their 
voices are part of the process.

Above all, Tom sees public service as stewardship—making 

When he’s not working or serving the community, he enjoys spend-
ing time with his wife and children and staying involved in local 
events.

Tom Kingseed is a hus-
band, father of three, and 
lifelong Hendricks County 
resident who is deeply com-
mitted to his community. 
He and his family have built 

he has been actively involved 
in local business, civic orga-
nizations, and volunteer ef-
forts.

Tom currently serves on 
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TOM KINGSEED
PLAINFIELD TOWN COUNCIL - WARD 3

INTERVIEW - TOM KINGSEED

Hello Friends and Neigh-
bors,

in 2006, my wife, Amy, and 
I have been proud to call 

-
ing our three children, Cole, 
Cameron, and Ella here, 
we’ve come to cherish the 
small-town charm and in-
credible quality of life that 

For over 13 years, I had the honor of serving as your Direc-

Club.
I am running for Town Council, District 3, because I believe my 

-

To connect further and discuss my vision for our town, please 
-

ward to hearing from you!

CLAY CHAFIN -  R
PLAINFIELD TOWN COUNCIL-  WARD 3

INTERVIEW - CLAY CHAFIN

erybody can have a voice and be heard a little bit more and a little 

What are your thoughts on data centers? You have to have 

we have to have them where they’re positioned. That’s a little out 

-
structure that being said, they’re typically closer to bigger cities. 

a fact. 
How are you currently involved in your community? I do a 

leave it at that. 

-
-

tizing a sense of community and developing spaces and places that 

What role do you think the state government should play at 
the local level? The state sets the policy for the state that all mu-
nicipalities follow. I really don’t have enough information to dive 

manage the policies and procedures of the town ordinances that 
intimately impact the town.

What sort of development do you think your town needs, if 
any? 

the development that that’s priority.

-
signing and developing and reviewing. I guess, request for whether 

accustomed to having them.
Are you familiar with the current Town Manager? Do you 

see the two of you working well together? Andrew [Klinger] was 

that bridge from the town administration to the residents. 
What do you think is the biggest concern your residents 

have? -

concern about ... warehouse fatigue, or do we have too much of 
those types of developments  and when we’re developing these, 

it’s the best use of our land? That’s one of the things ... I would dive 

goals of what that master plan is, that’s a net comprehensive plan.
What are your thoughts on data centers? Some of the com-

ments that I read were the concern of residents about the impact that 
that data center may have, especially on utilities, electric and water.

In my opinion, when the developer comes in...they should be 
responsible for any impact that that might have on residents. And if 

best interest of all the residents.
How are you currently involved in your community? I’m a 

10. What presidential township 
has the lowest median age in 
the county? 

Answers found on back page.
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T R I V I A  A N S W E R S
A n s w e r s  c a n  a l s o  be  f o u n d 

o n  t h e  D e m o g ra p h i c s  m a p  a bo v e . 

1.  Eel River, Union, Middle, Brown, Marion, Center, 
Lincoln, Clay, Liberty, Washington, Franklin and 
Guilford
2.  Washington
3.  Washington
4.  Middle
5.  Liberty
6.  Eel River 
7.  Guilford
8.  Middle
9.  Clay
10.  Lincoln


